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1. The hid battlements of Eternity

2. Whether man's heart or life it be which yields
3.1 fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways

4. Lest, having Him, I must have naught beside
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The Unrepeatable Story of Love: A Study in the Story of '"Vakil-é
Sadr-¢é Jehan" and The Hound of Heaven

Hafez Hatami'
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature,
Payame Noor University

The study of world literary works and texts, from the perspective of
comparative literature as well as the view of intertextual relations,
reveals their ambiguous aspects and hidden layers. In addition, it leads
to the discovery of links and influences because no text, stream, or
thought is accidental and without prior support or hypotext. The story
of “Vakil-¢ Sadr-¢ Jehan” (Sadr Jehan’s agent) is one of the well-
known stories of the Mathnavi M’anavi which can be one of the
important influential factors in the creation of the famous piece of The
Hound of Heaven by Francis Thompson. The purpose of this research
is to show the important issue of acquaintance of the West with the
works of Iranian-Islamic mystics and prominent figures such as Rumi,
as well as the view of the category of divine love and affection arising
from the teachings of the two great religions and Islamic and Christian
mysticism. The results show similar and common points that can show
inspiration and impact, and at the same time, creative reproduction of
the subject.

Keywords: Textual studies, sufism and mysticism, Mathnavi
M’anavi, “Vakil-¢ Sadr-¢ Jehan”, The Hound of Heaven.

1. hatami.hafez@pnu.ac.ir
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Romantic Poetic Letters and Conversational Lyricism: Persian
Traditions in Arabic Poetry

Bagher Ghorbani Zarrin'
Professor, Arabic Language and Literature, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran Central Branch

There has been cultural interactions between Persian and Arabic
literature in various forms. The subject of poems would be regarded as
one of the many obvious examples of the influence of Arabic poetry
on Persian and vice versa. Two examples that are described in more
detail in this article are: 1) Romantic poetic letters between lover and
beloved; and, 2) lyricism in its conversational type. They were both,
under Iranian cultural and literary influence, introduced to Arabic
literature by Arabic-speaking Persian poets. Bashshar ibn Burd
Tokharestani and al-Abbas ibn al-Ahnaf in romantic poetic letters and
Waddah al-Yaman and Abu Nuwas al-Ahwazi in conversational
lyricism have been studied in this article. As the background of study,
Vais and Ramin poem and the tradition of writing “Dahnameh” have
been mentioned and noticed.

Keywords: Iranian traditional poetry, romantic poetic letters,
conversational lyricism, Arabic poetry, Arabic-speaking Persian poets.

1. qorbanizb@gmail.com
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Persian Words and Rhyme of Arabic Poems

Hossein Imanian’
Assistant Professor, Kashan University, Department of Arabic
Language and Literature

The spread of foreign words, especially Persian, in the Arabic language,
from the time of the Abbasid caliphate until now, has attracted the
attention of researchers, and many articles have been written about these
words and their origin in the Persian language, as well as their translation
methods and rules. The political, geographical and religious spread of
these words in the Arabic language has been discussed as well, but what
is less and perhaps never mentioned is the artistic role and function of
these words in Arabic poetry. If we take a closer look at the position of
Persian words in Arabic poems, we find that many of them are used in
rhymes, and since we know the high artistic, musical and semantic value
of rhyme in Arabic poetry, we can assume that the Arab poets,
knowingly and with a purpose taking advantage of the musical and
semantic values of these words, have used them in rhymes. In the present
essay, the author first mentions some verses, pieces and odes whose
composers have used foreign words, especially Persian, in the rhymes,
and then talks about the technical function or artistic motivation of using
such words in this position. The most valuable artistic functions of
Persian rhyming words can be considered as elongating Arabic odes,
semantically defamiliarizing the verses in the reader's mind and
contributing to the musical effectiveness of Arabic poetry. In order to
take advantage of these values, the poets have used Persian rhyming
words in various nominative, verbal, and adjective constructions, and
sometimes constructions different from the known forms among Arab-
speaking people. They have also made two-part combinations of Arabic
and Persian words so that they can combine these words with other
Arabic rthyming words.

Keywords: Arabic poetry, Persian words, translation, thyme, rhyme
music, defamiliarization.

1. imanian@kashanu.ac.ir
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A Comparative Study of Some Elements of “Ajayebnamehs” With
Some Literary Texts and Isra’iliyyat of the Commentators of Quran

Maedeh Sahluddin'
PhD Student, Persian Language and Literature, University of Tehran

“Ajayebnameh” is a literary genre in the form of poetry and prose
which introduces world wonders in the areas of geography,
astronomy, anthropology, zoology, botany, etc., and it carries a great
influence in growth of studies related to these areas and mythology as
well.

In Islamic history, a lot of books were written in interpretation of
Quran due to ambiguity of its verses’ meanings. In some of these
commentaries the neo-Muslim commentators entered many strange
fictions from their holy texts into Quran's stories in order to attract
audience.

Dari Persian literature, from its beginning in the ninth century,
made an unbreakable relation with Islamic teachings, and due to the
common aspects of interpretation and writing “Ajayebnameh”, it was
inspired by this genre. According to this, the purpose of the author is
to explain the relationship among writing “Ajayebnameh”,
interpretation of Quran and literary texts.

Keywords: Wonders, Ajayebnameh, interpretations, literary texts.

1. m.sahlodin13942016@gmail.com
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In Search of the Origin of Sindbad-Nameh: Examining the
Eastern Versions of The Seven Sages or Sindbad-Namehs

Sirous Shamisa

Professor, Persian Language and Literature, Allameh Tabatabai
University

Javier Hernandez'

PhD Student, Persian Language and Literature, Allameh Tabatabai
University

The book of Sindbad (Sinbad-Nameh) or the story of Seven Viziers is
one of the ancient didactic books with an extraordinarily wide
popularity whose origins would go back to the pre-islamic Persia and
middle Persian literature. As in The One Thousand and One Nights,
this book is presented and organized by the frame tale’s literary
technique. The large number of translations and versions of this book
shows its importance as one of the best examples of the technique
mentioned above. The main focus of this paper is a review of the most
early versions or translations of The Book of Sindbad (Eastern
versions), specially the one that can be found in the collection of
stories in The One Hundred and One Nights that has so far mostly
been ignored by researchers who have studied the origin of the Book
of Sindbad. The relatively recent discovery of the most ancient
manuscript of this version and its historical and cultural proximity to the
old Spanish translation of this book, raises doubts in the most accepted
theories about the transfer of this book from the East to the West.

Keywords: Sindbdd-Nameh, One Hundred and One Nights, old
Spanish version of Sindbad-Nameh, texts of the Eastern group.

1. xabiben@gmail.com
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The Works and Views of Lotfali Suratgar on Comparative
Literature

Abtin Golkar'
Assistant Professor, Russian Language Department, Tarbiat Modares
University

Comparative literature in Iran is a relatively new science which came
in our academic domain mainly through university professors with a
specialization in some foreign literature. However, our knowledge
about some of these pioneers and their views and judgements in this
field is quite limited. Lotfali Suratgar (1900-1969) is one of the
professors who played an important role in the establishment of this
field in Iran, either through his educational activity at the university or
through his scientific and journalistic writings. This article is an
attempt to examine the Suratgar's writings, including his doctoral
thesis, which is entirely dedicated to comparative literature and has
remained unknown to Iranian readers, as well as his articles and
books, whose comparative side may not seem so remarkable. Based
on this survey, we have extracted and explained Suratgar’s views on
the issue of literary interactions between different nations and the
importance of this phenomenon in the development and richness of
national literature.

Keywords: Lotfali Suratgar, Persian literature, English literature,
literary influence.

1. golkar@modares.ac.ir



ABSTRACTS

Arabic-originated Phrases in the Poetry of M. Akhavan-Sales: A
Deliberation on the Concept of Influence

Hossein Masoumi Hamedani'
Permanent Member, Persian Language and Literature Academy

Among the first generation of contemporary Iranian modernist poets,
Mehdi Akhavan-Sales was the most familiar with Arabic literature
and this acquaintance was manifested in different ways both in his
view of poetry and literature and directly in his poems, in the choice
of poetic form and atmosphere, in choosing words and even in
creating new words and expressions in Persian. In this article,
examples of the influence of Arabic lexicon on Akhavan-Sales are
examined at the level of words and interpretations, but the main
purpose of this study is to emphasize the point that this influence
should not be considered as "imitation" or "translation" or something
reprehensible, but rather Akhavan, knowingly or not, has used these
Arabic words and expressions as an element or raw material, and like
other elements or raw materials of his poetry, he has recreated them in
Persian, and with this "positive" influence, he has added to the
richness of his poetic language.

Keywords: Akhavan-Sales, influence, Arabic literature, Arabic in
Persian.

1. hosseinmasoumi27@yahoo.com
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