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reading steps and set up the ground for its use in further studies. The
last part of the article has been a brief attempt to apply this reading to
French and Iranian respective images through the use of a recurring
motif in these literatures, the query “How can one be Persian?”.
Because imagology is a flexible practice, that can be combined with
other readings, I hope it will be profitably used by Iranian researchers
in the field of comparative literature.
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into Persian after the Second World War. Montesquieu’s Lettres
persanes can be considered as the French paradigm of the definition of
meta-image. In imagology studies, the meta-image refers to the idea of
how a nation believes others perceive it. In Les lettres persanes, the
two Persian characters that arrive in France and describe it in their
letters to their relatives in Iran, are both figures of Others looking at
the French Self and pretexts for the French Self to analyse itself. This
second aspect is striking in that a new genre starts after Montesquieu’s
work: the allegorical novel, in which some other nations and persons
from exotic lands in fact represent contemporary France, as a means to
avoid censorship. For analysing the recurring aspect of the query
‘How can one be Persian?’ in French imaginary, it is essential to
remember that Montesquieu’s epistolary novel comes after the fashion
of travelogues, by Tavernier and Chardin. The Persian is by then a
known figure of the exotic. It is very striking when one browses
French prose texts concerned with Iran to see how often French
intellectuals and writers use Montesquieu’s query to qualify the
relation between Iran and France. What is at stake in this query is the
French reflecting on Otherness, the exact Otherness being embodied
by the Persians. Up until today one can find several “New Persian
Letters” by French writers, even if the Persian Other is not a
privileged Other anymore, after colonisation and its focus on the
North African or the African Others.' The fact that such a reference is
used as an intertextual motif reveals the preoccupation of the two
countries for one another and most of all, their desire to explain this
preoccupation. Interestingly, one can also find Montesquieu’s
reference since a recent time in writings from Iranians. The meta-
image has been internalised by the Iranians as a possibility to reflect
on the Self through the eyes of the Other. Thus, if asking “How can
one be Persian?” today in France has become a cliché, it is not yet the
case in Iran, where the image is being appropriated.

I hope to have demonstrated in the article the interest of using
imagology for the study of images of the Other, especially in the case
of French and Persian contemporary prose texts. I have defined the

' Two examples of these New Persian Letters: Serge Ginger, Nouvelles lettres
persanes: journal d'un Frangais a Téhéran 1974-1980 (Paris: Anthropos, 1981).
Michel Drancourt, Les nouvelles lettres persanes (Paris: J.C. Lattes, 1975).
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these definitions almost logically leads to “suspect that the direction of
these processes is determined at least in part by power relations”, as
previous parts of the article have noted (Beller and Leerssen 343). 1
will analyse this as an example in the very last part of my article in the
part on ‘How can one be Persian’, as representative of the relation of
France to Iran through the question of the meta-image.

The four definitions that I have reviewed so far can be related
to each other in a structured succession: “A set of clichés would form
a stereotype, a set of stereotypes would constitute a prejudice, and a
set of prejudices constitutes an image (of enemies or friends) (Beller
and Leerssen 431).”

Representation

A representation is the relationship between the text (as a
discourse) and the experience of which the text purports to offer an
image (Beller and Leerssen 415). Thus, it is related to the Aristotelian
concepts of mimesis and diegesis. I use mimesis in this context as
representation by the showing of actions and diegesis as representation
through the telling of a story. Representation is not a neutral
reproduction of reality, there is always something added or deleted in
the process. It is precisely in this variation from reality that literature
and literariness is situated. In our case study, to represent a group is to
call this group's identity into being, especially within groups with
identity issues in the diaspora for example. A representation is always
inscribed into a triangular relation: a representation of someone, by
someone, to someone.

The ‘How can one be Persian?’

French literary orientalism toward Iran is linked to this
recurring enquiry: ‘How can one be Persian?’ It is interesting to note
that such enquiry does not work in a dialectic between Iran and
France, and I explain this by questions of power. There is no such
recurring query as : ‘How can one be French?’ by Iranians, because
the predominance of this query was not known by Iranians until a
recent period, and because they had no notion of this need to ‘write
back’. Indeed, Montesquieu’s Lettres persanes was only translated
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stereotype as cliché coexists with its learned use, which I prefer in this
article. The stereotype is thus defined as a collective image circulating
on a group and its members. In this perspective, stereotype mediates
our relation to the world. Its use is at the intersection between social
sciences and literary analysis. In literary terms, just as the stereotype
of a social group is a constructed image, the literary stereotype is a
construction. Just as cliché does not exist on its own, since there is the
need of a reader to interpret it as such, stereotypes have to be
recognised, and this recognition comes from a shared worldview and
knowledge within a group, in the case of a literary stereotype it comes
from a literary culture. Often, dichotomic stereotypes add to the image
of a nation, and constitute layers, they do not abrogate the previous
one. Lots of nations have been applied the stereotype of being nations
of contrast. This ultimate stereotype is especially at work in the
French image of Iran as both a country of refinement and fanaticism,
repository of a great culture and obscurantist.

Prejudice

Stereotype is a collective image circulating, on Arabs for
example, while prejudice is a tendency to judge unfavourably
somebody because of his belonging to the group of Arabs (Amossy
and Herschberg Pierrot 35). Prejudice involves a moral judgment or
attitude. It can be synthesised as an abstract negative stereotyping of
the Other. It builds on an abstraction, whereas stereotype builds on
generalisation. Here, the French prejudice about the Iranians after the
1979 Revolution draws on their alleged religious fanaticism and leads
to expeditious reasoning when confronted to Iranians in real life.

Image

Imagology defines the image as “the mental or discursive
representation or reputation of a person, group, ethnicity or ‘nation’
(Beller and Leerssen 342).” It also distinguishes between types of
images: the hetero-image is used for countries exporting their self-
image, which are adopted abroad as such; the auto-image is used for
countries importing the hetero-image and interiorising them (which
leads to self-orientalism in some Iranian texts). The conclusion of
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I will define in the following part the essential imagology
concepts as applicable to the French and Persian literary examples,
and give general examples of how to use the concepts in the French
and Iranian contexts.

Application of the concepts of imagology to Persian and
French literary examples

Cliche

Originally, in the printing trade, a cliché, was an engraved
block for repeated printing. After the 19™ century, the material
repetition aspect was subverted to a linguistic repetition, leading to a
definition of cliché as a reduction to a formulaic expression. The end
of the 19™ century especially was a time when writers and intellectuals
were deeply aware of both a wearing-out of language and of the
blurring of the line between their privileged positions as learned
people and the masses, who began to have extended access to
education and to knowledge, especially through the development of
newspapers (Amossy and Herschberg Pierrot 13). The use of cliché is
related to this new era, and Flaubert's Dictionnaire des idées recues
and Léon Bloy's Exégese des lieux communs have been pioneer works
in the use of cliché in this sense. Cliché has to be distinguished from
stereotype, which contain un/valorising moral and metaphysical
aspects, whereas cliché does not. Cliché has to be understood in the
relation of a text to its social model; it is necessary to understand the
intertextual reference to recognise it and analyse it. In literary analysis,
the cliché has to be analysed in its aesthetic effects and in its function
in the text. In French and Persian contemporary prose texts, the
literary cliché about the profusion of smells and colours in Iran, which
is employed by both French and Iranian writers, works as an
oppositional element to France’s sensory lacks and to its relative
uniformity. It has an exotic aesthetic effect.

Stereotype
The problem with stereotype comes from the fact that its
common use and learned use are so different. The common use of
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comparatist readings, the works that have personal mythologies can be
explained in a non-essentialist perspective.

Imagology’s reading steps

French imagology’s method draws on a multi-layered analysis,
based on four steps. First, a study of the lexicon, including
adjectivising, is needed; for example, what are the words describing
the ‘looked at’ country, what words are used without being translated
in the target language and give an exotic note. In this perspective, it
will be useful to look at the case of the “phantasm-words”, like harem,
desert, odalisque, whose effects contribute to the creation of an
oriental elsewhere (Ibid. 66). Within this lexical analysis, there is also
a need to look at the repetitions, the occurrences, any automatic use of
vocabulary, especially when describing places and the onomastic. The
study of the language is then directed at everything that deals with a
relationship: the effects of disaffection, exoticism, annexing, inclusion
(Ibid. 65). As characters provide a vital point of access to the story
world, it is essential to analyse the focalisation as a second step: which
character do we identify with? Moura’s reading steps include a third
aspect, linked to this second one on focalisation : the representation of
space. The relation between these two steps is particularly important.
Pageaux confirms this necessity of analysing the relationships
between space and the characters’ bodies, that is, the inscription of the
character in space and the use of space by the body. One has to be
aware of the choice of the characters: how feminine/ masculine
characters are for example related to their politico-cultural belonging
or what are their positions within the character’s system (savage
versus civilised for example). The findings on exoticist writings are
useful in this matter, because one can discover a use of the same traits:
the space is fragmented with picturesque elsewhere places, and is
theatralised, that is, the culture and nature of the Other are scenes. A
constant sexualisation of the space allows to dominate the Other.
Finally, as a fourth step, the issue of time is essential. One has to
analyse the time of the Other and the relationships between the I’s
time and the Other’s time: is the Other’s time mystified? Are they
anachronisms concerning the Other’s time?
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dialogue between two cultures, two literatures, or two texts. Pageaux
defines three fundamental attitudes toward the foreigner: mania, when
the foreigner is a mirage; phobia, when the mirage is this time on the
origin culture; philia, which he considers as the only real exchange.
Philia lives from the recognition of the Other, nearby an I, on an equal
basis. He sees an example of a successful philia in the case of
Massignon’s work on al-Hallaj and his “intussception réciproque”:
“Pour comprendre ’autre, il ne faut pas se I’annexer, mais il faut
devenir son hote (Pageaux 74).”

As an introduction to the study of literary works and their
images, imagology’s reading reconstitutes the intellectual context of
the country in which the text is produced. An analysis of the general
relationships between the ‘looking’ country and the ‘looked at’
country is needed in order to be able to situate the literary image
produced by the looking country in its context. This has to be done
before the study of the literary images as such, in an introduction
analysing the cultural relationship between the two countries where
the texts come from.

Imagology is based on two hypothesis. The first hypothesis is
that the discourses on the Other are not unlimited and can be
organised in typologies. Thanks to the work on typologies, one of
imagology’s positive achievements is that it helps highlight the texts
that present a personal myth and that cannot be contained in
typologies. Through doing typologies, some texts are left out, not
because they do not enter in any typology, but because their singular
discourse reveal the simplifications of other works with which they
share common elements. Imagology then leads to the analysis of the
singular texts that have a creative representation system. The second
hypothesis is that there is a synergy between classical literary history
and ensemble studies. The mass edition age actually makes it
impossible to deal only with the “great works” of national writers.

One of imagology’s problems as a reading process is to tend to
focus on the monosemy of the image, namely on stereotype, which is
an essentialist and essentialised image. Since sterecotype expresses the
conformity between a society and a simplified cultural expression
(Ibid. 62), it may be restrictive to use it in literary analysis.
Nevertheless, 1 contend that by combining imagology and other
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images to parallel images in the contemporary representations from
the media, pulp fiction, the arts, with a special attention to the socio-
historical context. Though it is more a practice of reading texts than a
theory, it draws on numerous theoretical trends, mainly the
poststructuralist one and the New Historicist one. Imagology is a
poststructuralist movement in its objective of contextualising
productions, especially literary ones. In its purpose of developing a
hermeneutics that relates texts to their socio-historical contexts, it
relates to American New Historicism, in opposition to New Criticism,
which considers the text as an autonomous entity. Imagology is a
practice for reading texts, not a theory. It is not a new literary school,
neither do its users propose a method as such. What it gives is guiding
lines for readings the images of the Other. It is in fact an added
practice for comparatists, which elaborates on the achievements of
previous comparatist schools and pushes some further.

Imagology’s principles and hypothesis

In this part, I will study the principles and the hypothesis of
imagology, as well as one of its problems.

Imagology defines the main characteristic of the image as
coming from the consciousness of a difference between an I and an
Other, and between Here and There. It is thus the expression of a
discrepancy between two reality orders and two spaces (Pageaux 60),
and discrepancy is the fundamental element for comparative literature.
The main principle of imagology is that one cannot explain the literary
image in terms of reflection of social imagery: the image is a mirage
and imagology is the study of the essentialised illusions about the
Other. Moura warns against the tendency to use reflection theory,
basically the analysis of a novel within the doctrines of its time.
Rather, one has to be aware of the issue of intertextuality. Pageaux
says in this sense: “L’intertextualité est une possibilité de comprendre
comment et pourquoi tel texte étranger a pu devenir, dans une culture,
pour tel écrivain, un objet littéraire et culturel singulier, un outil de
communication symbolique” (Pageaux 70). The image appears as an
“image of” in a triple sense: it is the image of a foreigner; the
image of (originating from) a nation or a society; and the image of
the sensitivity of an author (Moura 42). Image then symbolises the
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note that the Other is always changing and that one’s Other evolves in
time. In the Iranian case, the Other has always been diverse. It used to
be the Arabs, and became the West only recently. In certain cases, the
Arabs are still the preferred Others. In general, one has to remember
that there is nothing like the Orient and the Occident that are not
constructions, as Hentsch reminds us: “L'ethnocentrisme n'est pas une
tare dont on puisse simplement se délester, ni un péché dont il faille se
laver en battant sa coulpe. C'est la condition méme de notre regard sur
l'autre” (author’s underlining) (13). He concludes his book as such:
“La dialectique identitaire (ou dialectique entre identité et altérité)
traverse toute I'histoire du regard occidental sur 1'Orient (265).”

I hope to have shown in the three previous parts that the use of
the Other as a condition of knowledge is not necessarily negative and
that this Other is always more diverse than first thought. Thanks to
this redefinition of the Other, we can now turn to the discipline that
concentrates on its study.

Imagology in the French and Iranian contexts: definition
and history

Imagology is a sub-field of comparative literature born after
the systematic teachings of comparative literature in France in the 19"
century, under the impetus of thinkers like Madame de Sta€l and
Hipollyte Taine. Imagology works in an interdisciplinary perspective
by using well-known disciplines such as literary history, political
history, collective psychology, and relatively new ones like reception
aesthetics or semiology. In the form under which we see it today, it
dates from the middle of the 20™ century, when Jean-Marie Carré
defined imagology as “I’interprétation réciproque des peuples, des
voyages, des mirages” (Carré quoted by Moura 37). Imagology deals
mainly with two types of texts: the travel books and the fiction works
that use foreigners as characters or give an overall vision of a foreign
country (Moura 35).

After a French beginning, imagology has developed in other
European countries. In the Netherlands and Germany, Joep Leerssen
and Manfred Beller are particularly active in its use. In France, the
method is today fairly unified, under the leadership of Jean-Marc
Moura and Daniel-Henri Pageaux. Its basic aim is to confront literary
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illustrates that this link between representation and power cannot be
either denied or erased, but shows that if it is taken into account, it
does have a productive effect on the study of respective images. Van
Alphen concluded on a directive note that appears as the basis of
imagology : “While the Self is in the position of subject of
focalization, the Other is by definition object. The only way to know
the Other is by letting the Other speak about me, by giving the Other
the position of 'I' (Corbey & Leerssen 15).” This conclusion insists on
the necessity to analyse respective images of France and Iran, whereas
only one side has generally been considered in the research on these
countries: for example, Javad Hadidi worked extensively on the
influence of Persian literature on 18" and 19™ century French writers,
while many studies have been done on the French influence in Sadegh
Hedayat’s texts for example' But respective images need to be
analysed in literary texts; otherwise the Other will keep its fixed
meaning and status. What this conclusion also points out is that a
dialectic with the image of oneself is necessary. A complete
imagology study would need to extend the respective representations
to the images of the Self and the nation in the texts where images of
the Other are studied.

The flexible Other

This part will present two flexible notions of the Other in this
attempt to subvert binaries. As a first possible nuance, Régis Poulet
proposes to consider the Orient as alter and not as alius (Société
francaise de littérature générale et comparée, Clavaron and Dieterle
467). Alter is the other Self, the Other in a pair of two, like in alter
ego; while alius is the Other among lots of different Others. Alius
evolved in French toward aliéné (insane person); it became an alien to
be afraid of. This distinction between two forms of Other is an
important one in imagology. Poulet affirms that the Orient has always
represented the metaphysical projection of the étrangeté (and not of
the alterité) of the Occident to itself (Ibid. 469). A second nuance is to

' Many PhD theses have dealt with the subject of the influence of French poetry on
she’r no as well. For the influence of French literature on Hedayat, one can see:
Michael Beard, Hedayat's Blind Owl as a Western Novel (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1990).
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second approach analysed by Van Alphen is the epistemological one,
in which identity and alterity are objects of knowledge. Identity and
alterity become “the effects produced by a given cultural (arte)fact
(Corbey & Leerssen 5)”. The third approach is the psychological one.
It “examines the relation between meaning, effect and affect”(Ibid.
11). Freud’s work is representative of the trend that considers that the
Other is part of the Self. This is also De Certeau’s stand in his
Heterologies (De Certeau and Godzich). De Certeau affirms it is
necessary to assimilate alterity onto a familiar space: the Other is
always portrayed as a translation into a European familiarity of the
Self.

The negotiated Other

What is essential to note is that in these three approaches
identity and alterity are negotiated. They are not givens since they
work as processes. A main theoretician of identity, namely Stuart Hall
also states: “Identities are constructed through, not outside, difference.
This entails the radically disturbing recognition that it is only through
the relation to the Other, the relation to what it is not, to precisely
what it lacks, to what has been called its constitutive outside that the
'positive’ meaning of any term- and thus its 'identity'- can be
constructed. Throughout their careers, identities can function as points
of identification and attachment only because of their capacity to
exclude, to leave out, to render 'outside', abjected (author’s
underlining) (Hall and Du Gay 4-5).” In the relations between French
and Persian literatures, this approach toward the Other is best evoked
in Montesquieu’s query in his Lettres persanes: “How can one be
Persian?”. Inge Boer uses precisely Montesquieu’s reference for her
statement on the Other: “The question of how one can be Persian is a
question about identity and how identity is established by and through
Others. How can one not be a Persian when one is a Persian, or to
what extent can one remain Persian in a process of learning a new sign
system in a foreign culture (Boer and Bal 89)?” The othering question
leads to the issue of power. The one who speaks has power over the
one spoken about: this is the basis for the criticism made by Edward
Said and its followers of the discourse of orientalism. So, even if the
Other ‘speaks back’, is he not already belated? The use of imagology
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This article is an attempt to introduce to Iranian researchers a
comparative literature practice that has developed widely in
continental Europe (France, Germany, the Netherlands) in the last
twenty years: imagology, the study of the image of the Other in
literary texts. In this article, I insist that imagology is applicable to
prose texts, because the image is particularly important in narrations,
as opposed to poetical renditions. Imagology has been applied to
images of European countries by other European countries, and of
Arabs by Iranians (Joya Blondel), but never to French and Persian
literatures, despite the fact that they have had a long period of mutual
influence. I have chosen to present imagology in the context of their
relationship because of this long-lasting relationship. In fact, while
working on the question of the image in these literatures, I came to the
conclusion that imagology was the best adapted reading practice for
analysing French and Persian contemporary prose texts.

In his study of the imaginary Orient in the West, Thierry
Hentsch starts by stating: “Ce livre ne parle pas de 'Orient. Il parle de
nous (7).” This could be said of all the books concerned with the
Orient written by Westerners. It seems that representation, as an act of
othering, cannot be undistorted, but my question will be: is it
problematic, if one is conscious of the distortion? This article will
show that the use of imagology can precisely lead us to better
understand positively the act of othering.

Who is defined as an Other

In this part, I will present flexible notions of Others and Selves
to attempt a deconstruction of binaries and show that the Other is
more diverse than first thought.

In The Other Within, Ernst Van Alphen differentiates three
approaches toward alterity. He calls the first one the hermeneutical
approach, based on the ideas that there has to be a dialectic between
the text as a whole and its parts and that, because of the temporal
difference between the reader and the writing, the interpretation will
never be valid (Corbey & Leerssen). This approach is best analysed by
Todorov in Nous et les autres, in which Todorov argues that “We-
Other relations such as nationalism and exoticism are both relativisms
(my underlining) (Todorov quoted by Corbey & Leerssen 3).” The



Imagology as a Reading Practice for French and
Persian Contemporary Prose Texts

Laetitia Nanquette
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London

Abstract

Imagology, the study of the image of the Other in literary texts, is a
comparative literature reading practice that developed in continental
Europe in the last twenty years, to analyse the images found in fiction
texts and travelogues. Since it has never been applied to the French
and Persian literatures, this article proposes to introduce it in the
context of French and Persian contemporary prose texts. A discussion
of the concept of the Other, the basis for the notion of imagology, is
followed by the presentation of the discipline of imagology and its
reading steps in the French and Iranian contexts. Analytical tools like
cliché, image, and stereotype are then applied to literary examples
within these two literatures. Finally, Montesquieu’s famous query
“How can one be Persian?” in Les lettres persanes, is presented as a
representative example of an imagology reading.

Keywords: Imagology, comparative literature, contemporary French
and Persian prose texts, representation, othering.
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famous query “How can one be Persian?” in Les lettres persanes, is
presented as a representative example of an imagology reading.

Keywords: Imagology, comparative literature, Franch and Persian
contemporary prose texts, representation, othering.

The Emergence and Development of Comparative
Literature in Egypt and Some Arab Countries

Nahid Hejazi

Comparative Literature in Arabic countries like Syria,
Lebanon, Morocco, Kuwait and Bahrain has a short history, but it
mainly developed in Egypt. Therefore, in this article, keeping
historical, social, cultural and literary conditions in mind, I try to find
out how Comparative Literature grew in Egypt as an example of
Arabic countries. Egyptian literature did not achieve intellectual,
literary and cultural status during Mongolian and three centuries of
Ottoman rule. The French introduced printing industry and established
libraries, scientific and literary institutions and thus started a new
movement in Egypt. Comparative Literature as a new field of
knowledge developed in Egypt under the influence of the French
school by Muhammad Ghunaymi Hilal in the 1950s, then in the 1980s
Said Allush and Hussam Al-Khateeb introduced the American school
to the Arab world. Despite the difficulties and problems like
unfamiliarity with theoretical principles and methodology, some
valuable studies and researches have been done in the Arab world.

Keywords: Comparative literature, Egypt, Arab world, origin of
comparative literature, society of comparative literature.
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Translation Studies,” is that translation studies is gaining momentum
over conmparative literature studies. She opens this chapter as

follows:

The opening chapters of this book suggest that the term
‘comparative literature’ has declined in significance in recent years,
although it has also been argued that comparative practice is alive and well
and thriving under other nomenclature. In contrast, however, Translation
Studies has been gaining ground, and since the end of the 1970s has come
to be seen as a discipline in its own right, with professional associations,
journals, publishers’ catalogues and a proliferation of doctoral theses. (138)

Bassnett concludes her chapter with the following statement:

Comparative literature as a discipline has had its day. Cross-
cultural work in women’s studies, in post-colonial theory, in cultural
studies has changed the face of literary studies generally. We should look
upon translation studies as the principal discipline from now on, with
compatative literature as a valued but subsidiary subject area. (161)

Imagology as a Reading Practice for French and
Persian Contemporary Prose Texts

Laetitia Nanquette
University of London

Imagology, the study of the image of the Other in literary texts,
is a comparative literature reading practice that developed in
continental Europe in the last twenty years, to analyse the images
found in fiction texts and travelogues. Since it has never been applied
to the French and Persian literatures, this article proposes to introduce
it in the context of French and Persian contemporary prose texts. A
discussion of the concept of the Other, the basis for the notion of
imagology, is followed by the presentation of the discipline of
imagology and its reading steps in the French and Iranian contexts.
Analytical tools like cliché, image, and stereotype are then applied to
literary examples within these two literatures. Finally, Montesquieu’s
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differences that are eventually displayed in the meter of the poetry and
hence in the unit of the meter in general.

Keywords: meter, Persian poetry, Arabic poetry, distich, hemistich.

“These Persians are not Poets enough”

Alireza Anushiravani
Shiraz University

Susan Bassnett starts her book, Comparative Literature: A
Critical Introduction, with a definition. “... comparative literature
involves the study of texts across cultures, that it is interdisciplinary
and it is concerned with patterns of connection in literatures across
both time and space” (1). Bassnett believes that while the Eurocentric
comparative literature is declining in the West, it is growing in the rest
of the world. On the other hand, the new generation of comparatists in
the West have turned to Literary Theory, Women’s Studies,
Translation Studies and more importantly to Post-Colonial Studies
which she believes is comparative literature under a new name.

Keywords: Post-Colonialism, comparative literature, translation
studies,

From Comparaive Literature to Translation Studies

Susan Bassnett
Warwick University
Translated by Saleh Hosseini

This article is the translation of the seventh chapter of Susan
Bassnett’s Comparative Literature: A Critical Introduction. The main
argument of this Chapter, entitled “From Comparative Literature to
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world literature. Goethe’s concept — like any other concept — was
rooted in the historical-cultural circumstances of his times. Goethe
aimed to discover the similarities between the East and the West, and
then, link them together through their respective literatures. Based on
such a belief, he wrote his West-East Divan. Thus, Goethe opened the
way for other thinkers. Meltzl, the first editor of an international
journal of comparative literature, paid special attention to the
literatures on the margin of the great European powers. Later on,
Friedrich, Wellek, Aldridge, and then, Spivak, Bassnett and
Bernheimer criticized the Eurocentrism of comparative literature and
predicted its decline. During the 90s and the first decade of the 21%
century, Damrosch proposed his systematic and coherent theory. He
believes that World Literature is a new approach in the dynamic field
of Comparative Literature and further reinforces its establishment and
expansion in world universities.

Keywords: Goethe, world literature, Wellek, comparative literature,
Eurocentrism, Damrosch.

The Metrical Unit in Persian and Arabic Poetry

Ali Asghar Ghahramani Moghbel
Persian Gulf University — Bushehr

Metricians (or the Ariz specialists) have rightly considered
distich as the metrical unit of Arabic poetry. The metricians of Persian
poetry following the Arabic Ariz have also considered it as the
metrical unit of Persian poetry as well. This has caused some
confusion in Persian Ariz or meterology. The confusion lasted for
centuries till the founders of the new Ariiz noticed that distich could
not be a proper unit of meter for the Persian poetry. They believe that
unlike Arabic poetry hemistich is the correct metrical unit in Persian
poetry. Besides, some principal differences exist between the metrical
units. It seems that the difference between the metrical unit in Arabic
and Persian poetry mainly arises from their linguistic differences, the
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The Story of Dash Akol:

A Response to Intertextuality and the Horizon of Expectation

Elmira Dadvar
Tehran University

The short story of Dash Akol, is one of the most brilliant
stories of Persian literature in the twentieth century, which has been
mostly known by the name of its author, Sadeq Hedayat. This story
was first published in 1932 in a collection including 11 short stories.
Years later, during 1970’s, a film was made based on this story which
earned a highly distinguished position in the world of Iranian cinema.
In the writer’s view, the story was written definitely with the support
of other texts. Hedayat has written an Iranian story; however, having
complete mastery of other national literatures, especially French
literature, he created this magnificent work and stepped towards a
concept which is called today “intertextuality”. Since any literary text
is created according to the reception of its audiences, a different
reading of this story will help us to understand the genesis of another
localized story at the level of Iranian reader’s horizon of expectation.

Keywords: story, intertextuality, localization, horizon of expectation,
Hedayat.

World Literature: From Idea to Theory

Alireza Anushiravani
Shiraz University

This article deals with the evolution of the concept of “World
Literature” from its inception in the 19 century to the 21% century.
Goethe was the first thinker and poet who came up with the idea of
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In Reports and Book Review sections we have tried to open
new vistas for the readers hoping that the Iranian university students
and young researchers will continue this trend. We also hope to be
able to work with other comparatists in the rest of the world and form
the Asian and African Network of Comparative Literature.

Alireza Anushiravani
Associate Editor
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Anushiravani has introduced a new trend and theory in comparative
literature, i.e., World Literature. He traces the origin and development
of world literature from Goethe, Meltzl, Strich, Wellek, Friedrich,
Pizer and ends his article by elaborating Damrosch’s theory of world
literature. He hopes that young Iranian scholars will be gradually
introduced to new areas of reading and research in comparative
literature. In another article, Ghahremani proves that the unit of
Persian prosody is not the Arabic bayt but misra’. The next article is
the Persian translation of the seventh chapter of Bassnett’s book,
Comparative Literatue: A Critical Introduction, entitled ‘From
Comparative Literature to Translation Studies.” In this chapter
Bassnett introduces “Translation Studies” based on the polysystemic
approach as a new discipline worth of independent study and research.
Anushiravani has written a short note to illustrate Bassnett’s point of
view further. The title of his article is an intertext, a quotation from
Edward Fitzgerald’s letter to his friend Cowell on March 20, 1857. “It
is an amusement to me ... to take what liberties I like with these
Persians, who, (as I think) are not Poets enough to frighten one from
such excursions and who really do want a little Art to shape them.”
(qut. in Bassnett 18). Anushiravani intends to reveal the postcolonial
attitude of Fitzgerald towards the East. Nanquette, a Ph.D. candidate
from SOAS, London University, in an article entitled “Imagology as a
Reading Practice for French and Persian Contemporary Prose Texts”
has successfully shown the image of the “Other” in contemporary
Persian and French prose. This article which has originally been
written in English was accepted for publication and was then
translated into Persian and was published along with its English
version in this issue. As we stated in our first issue we accept original
papers in world modern languages and publish them with their Persian
translation in our journal. Hejazi in her article entitled “Comparative
Literature in the Arab Countries and Egypt” examines the history,
development and status of comparative literature in the Arab world.
The paper reveals the similar challenges that Arab and Iranian scholars
of comparative literature are facing today. They both lack a deep
knowledge of the recent research trends and methodology of
comparative literature. There is an urgent need for a Comparative
Literature Renaissance inspired by local values and criteria.
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be remembered that there is no single correct theory but there are
theories which are quite often contradictory. Therefore, no theory is
the last one. There is always room for new theories. This dynamism
guarantees our progress. ... those ... who disliked theory, or claimed
to get along better without it, were simply in the grip of an older
theory” (Eagleton vii). The President of the Academy of Persian
Language and Literature refers to an interesting point and says:

The publication of specialized journals in any country indicates the
growth and development of specific branches of science in that country.
When a journal starts to be published by a university, on the one hand, it
shows that there are some specialists and scholars in that field who are
working together and, on the other hand, it shows that the number of
readers interested in that specialized field is increasing. No scholarly
journal can be published without the assumption that there is a “writer” and
a “reader”. (Haddad Adel 2)

The Department of Comparative Literature of the Academy of
Persian Language and Literature is based on such an assumption. The
President of the Academy continues his comments as follows:

We have not still been able to lead the literary studies on Persian
language and literature in a desirable direction. We have not yet introduced
new literary theories; there are still great gaps in our literary researches;
there are lots of misunderstandings which have not yet been clarified for
our young generation; we have not critically introduced and analyzed the
cultural products distributed in the age of information technology; we do
not still know the literary taste of our younger generation and have not
asked them for their opinion. (Ibid. 4)

Comparative Literature is a young department in the Academy
and has a long and difficult path to go. I have referred to some of these
difficulties in “The Pathology of Comparative Literature in Iran”
included in the previous issue. However, this department aims to be
dynamic and thought provoking. The introduction of new theories and
methodology is our first priority and we will, thus, accept articles
which contribute to the journal’s mission.

In this issue we have done our best to achieve the above-
mentioned goals. Dadvar has studied Hedayat’s Dash Akol and
Edmund Rostand’s Cyrano de Bergerac to show how intertextuality
and the horizon of expectation can be applied to these two works.
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The Necessity of Comparative Literature Theories in
Iran

Theory is the fundamental thought and contemplation on the
basis of which all human knowledge is based. Literary studies are no
exceptions. Once some researchers thought that literary theory and
literary criticism are two separate issues and believed that one can do
without theory. Thus, literary theories were almost neglected in the
universities. However, from 1950s scholars came to the realization
that literary theory is of utmost importance for literary studies.
“Literary criticism and literary history both attempt to characterize the
individuality of a work, of an author, of a period, or of a national
literature. But this characterization can be accomplished only in
universal terms, on the basis of a literary theory. Literary theory, an
organon of methods, is the great need of literary scholarship today”
(Wellek 19).

This is true of comparative literature. The recent trends of
comparative literature cannot be understood without due attention to
its recent theories. New comparative literature is no longer based on
the traditional positivistic French approach and has moved towards
interdisciplinary areas such as comparative literature and
postcolonialism, comparative literature and translations studies,
comparative literature and cultural studies, comparative literature and
globalization, comparative literature and hybrid identity, comparative
literature and multiculturalism, comparative literature and
environmentalism, comparative literature and digital technology.
Thus, there is an urgent need in the Iranian universities to familiarize
ourselves with the new theories in the field of comparative literature.
Theory makes us think and re-consider our previous assumptions. It
asks new questions and challenges the ideas which have already been
taken for granted. It finally leads to creativity and innovation which
has been neglected in the Iranian academia for decades. It should also
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