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! Joachim du Bellay
2 Ce qui vous fait ainsi admirer d’un chacun,
C’est ce qui est tout vostre, et qu’avec vous commun
N’ont tous ceulx-la qui ont couronnes sur leurs testes:
Ceste grace, et doulceur, et ce je ne s¢ay quoy,
Que quand vous ne seriez fille, ni sceur de Roy,
Si vous jugeroit-on estre ce que vous estes. (Du Bellay, sonnet 175)
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Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1993. x+450 pages.
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Comparative Literature in Arabic: History and
Major Tendencies to the 1980s

Hussam Al-Khateeb
Qatar University

The original article by Hussam Al-Khateeb does not include an
abstract; however, due to our policy in Comparative Literature, we
have added one. This paper has been chosen for translation for several
reasons. 1) Hussam Al-Khateeb is a Syria-born comparatist and
teaches at Qatar University, and has a comprehensive knowledge of
comparative literature in the Arab world. 2) The conditions of
comparative literature in the Arab world are very similar to those in
Iran so we can benefit from their experiences. 3) This paper is written
by an Arab scholar who has experienced these challenges closely and
makes a scholarly and fair criticism.

In general, the paper studies the emergence and development
of comparative literature in the Arab world. For the first time,
Egyptian comparatists seriously started to study comparative literature
since 1980s. Most of Arab comparatists graduated from French
universities and were naturally influenced by the French traditional
school. The works of Guyard and Etiémble have been translated into
Arabic several times. Mohamed Ghonemi Hilal is the only Egyptian
comparatist who has had a long-lasting influence on comparative
literature in the Arab world. Arab universities suffer from lack of
experts in comparative literature. Many of instructors are not
comparatists by academic training. According to Hussam Al-Khateeb,
many of the papers and books written in Arabic do not have anything
to do with comparative literature and just carry its title. Hilal also
blames many of these works for their superficiality and lack of depth.
To Hussam Al-Khateeb, many Arab researchers do not consider
comparative literature more than a simple action of comparison. At the
end Hussam Al-Khateeb refers to a trend developed by some Arab
comparatists who have a better and deeper understanding of the new
theories and methodology of comparative literature and hopes that
they can successfully face the challenges of comparative literature in
the Arab world as an independent academic discipline.

Keywords: Comparative literature in Egypt, the emergence of comparative
literature in Arab countries, Hussam Al-Khateeb, traditional school of
comparative literature, comparative literature theories.
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The Emergence and Development of Comparative
Literature in Spain

Nahid Hejazi
The Academy of Persian Language & Literature

Although modern Spain has established relations with the
European Union and has opened her political and economic doors to
the rest of the world, the comparative literature used to be considered
marginal. This article reviews and analyzes the causes of its
marginalization and based on past and current status of comparative
literature in this country predicts its future. Lack of attention to
comparative literature in Spain has its roots in the decline of her
political and economic power over Spanish colonies, domination of
fascist regimes, closed doors to other countries, and involvement in
civil wars. Fearing to lose their national literary identity, made
Spanish researchers hesitant to adapt new theories of comparative
literature as expressed in other parts of the world. Another reason is
the multiplicity of languages and literatures in different regions of
Spain, which has caused serious conflicts and disagreements among
authors and poets. Regional authors usually claimed that the cultural
identity of Spain belonged to them and this created a gap between
different languages and literatures of various regions. Thus,
comparative literature was neglected as a discipline. From mid-
twentieth century with the establishment of the Comparative
Literature Association of Spain, the number of comparative literature
programs increased in the Spanish universities as well, and the
researches of the prominent Spanish scholars, like Claudio Guillén,
revived the academic life of this discipline in Spain.

Keywords: Comparative Literature in Spain, Spanish literature,
Claudio Guillén, Comparative literature Association of Spain.
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Literature and Painting: Blake’s Romantic Paintings
from Milton’s Epic

Laleh Atashi & Alireza Anushiravani
Shiraz University

This paper is an interdisciplinary research in the field of
comparative literature. Blake, the English Romantic poet and painter,
has expressed his own reading of Milton’s Paradise Lost in his
paintings. Generally speaking, the Romantic poets under the influence
of the dominant discourse of the French Revolution (1796) were
interested in rebellious, unknown and mythical characters. Thus,
Milton’s Satan in Paradise Lost which was considered an anti-hero in
the 18" century neoclassical poetry, became a hero, who preferred to
rule in hell rather than to serve in heaven, for the Romantic poets.
However, Blake, the poet, has a completely different reading from
other Romantic poets. Despite his youth interest in the French
Revolution, later on Blake became disappointed with the Revolution
after witnessing the aftermath violence. For him, the only solution lied
in the creative imagination and thought. Blake drew his painting of
Milton’s Paradise Lost in such a spirit. These paintings tell us more
about Blake rather than Milton’s epic.

Keywords: Interdisciplinary studies, Milton, Blake, painting and
literature, Paradise Lost, new historicism, romanticism.
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Eliot’s Classicism and Wordsworth’s Romanticism
in the Context of Nimaic Thought

Behzad Ghaderi Sohi & Nahid Ahmadian
Tehran University

"Arzesh-e Ehsasat” and "Nameha-ye Hamsaye”, two major
works of Nima Yushij, the modern Persian poet, are among the most
eminent early Persian literary criticism on free verse poetry. In these
two long articles, Nima postulates upon the idea of how free verse
poetry differentiates from the classical counterpart much practiced and
advocated by the classical poets of both past and his contemporary. At
first glance, and due to his revolutionary reaction against the classical
heritage of Persian literature, Nima might have seemed to emanate a
radical shift from the tradition of the classical basis. This, however, is
annulled in the present article by an attempt to excruciate both the
romantic and classical foundations of Nima’s ideas. To do this, the
authors have compared and contrasted his literary theories in the
works mentioned above with the two English counterparts in the realm
of classical and romantic literary criticism — William Wordsworth and
his Preface to The Lyrical Ballads (1800) and T.S. Eliot’s Tradition
and the Individual Talent (1919) respectively. The result of this
research introduces Nima as a poet who epitomizes the features of
both Western classical and romantic spirit.

Keywords: Eliot, Wordsworth, literary criticism, Romanticism, Classicism.
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A Comparative Study of Classical Principles in
Nicola Boileau’s Art of Poetry and Persian Literature

Mohammad Reza Amini
Shiraz University

The comparative study of literary movements is an important
area of research in comparative literature. The School of Classicism
yields itself to a comparative study with Persian Classicism. The Art of
Poetry, written by Nicola Boileau, the French poet and literary
theorist, 1is, in fact, the manifesto of the French Classicism in the
seventeenth century. In the first part of the present essay, after a short
review of the cultural and literary life of the seventeenth century
France, the basic thoughts of Boileau are elaborated. Then, to better
understand the place of Boileau’s art of poetry in the history of literary
theory, an outline of this long tradition that begins with Aristotle and
continues by writers like Longinus and Horace is drawn. The second
part of the essay deals with the important ideas that Boileau expressed
in the first chant of L art poétique translated entirely here in Persian
for the first time. This study shows that Boileau’s Art of Poetry can be
used as an appropriate basis for a comparative study of Persian and
European classical literature

Keywords: Classicism, Boileau, comparative literature, literary
theory, poetics, classical Persian literature.
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Kay Khusrau in the Mirror of Eastern and Western
Literature

Afsaneh Khatonabadi
Islamic Azad University, Najafabad Branch

Kay Khusrau, the Persian ideal king, has been such a
significant character in Persian mythology, history, national epic,
folktales, transcendental philosophy and mystical literature that he has
changed into a character type. This paper tries to examine the
similarities between Kay Khusrau and similar characters in the myths,
history and literature of other nations. Some similar cases could be
found in Rigveda, Mahabharata, and the Chinese myths. In addition,
there are significant similarities between Kay Khusrau and Feraydoun,
Buddha, Ebrahim Adham, Cyrus the Great, Ardeshir, Al-Hakem,
Romuluy, King Arthur, as well as Hamlet. On the basis of the present
study, two hypotheses are possible. 1) All these characters have a
common basis, i.e., their background can be traced back to Indo-
European mythology, however, they have taken different
manifestations in the East and West. In other words, it is possible to
find an oriental origin for the Kay Khusrau type. 2) The origin of
similarities can be attributed to Jungian archetypes and the collective
unconscious of human beings.

Keywords: Kay Khusrau, type, comparative studies, myth, history,
epic, archetype.
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From Myth to Literature: The Transition of Oral
Myths to Written Stories

Farideh Alavi & Reza Ali-Akbarpour
Tehran University

Myth is one of the prominent issues in comparative literature
studies. The relationship between myth and literature seems a bit
problematic as the first one is oral and related to human beliefs and the
second one is written and related to the realm of aesthetics. However,
further study shows that there are lots of similarities between them and
both follow the same logic which is that of the story. On the other
hand, the logic of story has its own structure which is rooted in the
principles of imagination. The transition from the oral form of myth to
the written form of literature has been slow and has taken a long time,
during which the story-teller, audience and context have been replaced
by the poet/author, the individual reader and the literary story. This
study proves that there are structural similarities between the world of
myth and literature and, thus, both fit into a larger framework which is
the world of story.

Keywords: Myth, literature, story, oral, written, genre, imagination,
archetype.
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comparatists started a new trend after mid-twentieth century which
helped comparative literature to flourish in Spain. “Comparative
Literature in Arabic: History and Major Issues” is an article written by
Hussam Al-Khateeb, the Syrian comparatist and professor of
comparative literature at Qatar University, and has been translated into
Persian. It is interesting to notice the similar conditions of comparative
literature in Arab countries and Iran. In the Report section of the
journal, the 20th ICLA Congress in 2013, Paris, and its major topics
are introduced. The next report is Eugene Chen Eoyang’s
“Comparative literature in Hong Kong” translated into Persian. The
aim of these translations is to become familiar with current status of
comparative literature in other parts of the world and to benefit from
their experiences. In the Book Review section, David Damrosch’s
What Is World Literature? and Aldridge’s Comparative Literature:
Matter And Method are introduced and reviewed. The former
introduces a new trend and the latter deals with comparative literature
methodology.

The editorial board of Comparative Literature of the Academy
of Persian Language and Literature is happy to see that the publication
of four issues has brought about some changes at least among the
younger researchers though it still has a long way to go. Comparative
literature has a broad perspective and can bridge literature to other
writings and fields of human knowledge. Thus, its development in
Iran needs the cooperation of all professors in national and foreign
literatures as well as those in humanities and arts. No single group can
do this job. Our success depends on how much we can consult and
work with each other.

Alireza Anushiravani
Associate Editor
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textbooks, and international conferences and their major trends.
Familiarity with the curriculum of comparative literatures in the rest
of the world will help us to build a program based on our own cultural
and social needs. We can, indeed, learn a lot from the challenges
others faced and the alternatives they came up with. However, our
most urgent need is to define the objective and methodology of
comparative literature; otherwise, practical comparative studies with
no deep understanding of its new trends will simply lead to further
confusion and misconception.
The members of the Department of Comparative Literature at
the Academy of Persian Language and Literature are presently
working on the M.A. program in Comparative Literature in Iran, and
will continue with the Ph.D. program in future, in a way to update this
discipline both academically and culturally. This is why the editorial
board of the journal encourages papers which deal with the theoretical
and methodological issues. In our last issue, we introduced some of
the new trends of comparative literature, i.e., reception theories, world
literature, translation studies and imagology. In this issue we have
included papers dealing with characters as types in world literature,
literature and mythology and oral literature, comparative studies of
literary movements and genre.

In “From Myth to Literature: The Transition of Oral Myths to
Written  Stories” Alavi and Ali-Akbarpour demonstrate the
relationship between myth and literature. In “Kay Khusrau in the
Mirror of Eastern and Western Literature” Khatonabadi traces the
character of Kay Khusrau in eastern and western literature and
mythology. She successfully shows how a character reappears in
different cultures. In “A Comparative Study of Classical Principles in
Nicola Boileau’s Art of Poetry and Persian Literature” Amini
compares Boileau’s classicism with that of Persian literature and
shows their basic similarities. In “Eliot’s Classicism and
Wordsworth’s Romanticism in the Context of Nimaic Poetry”
Ghaderi and Ahmadian compare and contrast Nima’s literary theories
with those of Wordsworth and Eliot and conclude how Nima as a
Persian poet epitomizes the features of both Western classical and
romantic spirit. In “Literature and Painting: Blake’s Romantic
Paintings from Milton’s Epic” Anushiravani and Atashi, using New
Historicism as their theoretical framework, introduce the
interdisciplinary study of literature and painting. In “The Emergence
and Development of Comparative Literature in Spain” Hejazi studies
the marginalization of comparative literature in Spain due to its
political and economic conditions and shows how Spanish



Comparative Literature 2:2 (Fall 2011)
Editorial

world literature had opened their way to comparative literature
studies around the world. This, by no means, was limited to Western
universities; Indian and Chinese universities made a considerable
theoretical and methodological progress as well. This first step in Iran
was, on the one hand, encouraging after several decades of negligence,
but, on the other hand, serious questions arose that needed reasonable
answers. For sure, the development of Comparative Literature in Iran
needs a strategic and long-term plan. The mushroom growth of
comparative literature in Iran in recent years not only cannot help this
discipline but it is a fatal blow for this newly cultivated plant. We
must carefully consider our opportunities and challenges and come up
with a strategic long-term plan for its development. The following
questions demand urgent answers in the Iranian academia interested in
comparative literature.

1. How is the theoretical and methodological gap going to be
filled?

2. What are the academic criteria for establishing a department
of comparative literature in an institution of higher
education? How far can we continue this new trend of
Persian-Arabic, Persian-English,  Persian-French,
comparative literature studies? Does it, after all, have any
scientific justification? Is it what we mean by Comparative
Literature?

3. What are the academic qualifications for teachers of
comparative literature? There is no doubt that comparatists
must cooperate with experts in national literatures and
others in humanities and arts to develop a full-fledged
department of comparative literature. Are professors of
Persian or foreign literatures automatically qualified to
teach comparative literature? Can comparatists by training
teach all the courses? How can we benefit from team
teaching?

4. What are the qualifications of the applicants and what kind
of skills or knowledge are they supposed to acquire after
graduation?

5. Do we have enough access to comparative literature
textbooks in Persian? What is the best solution at this
juncture? Writing books or translating from other languages
or both?

We are all familiar with the departments of comparative
literature around the world, the well-known scholars and journals and
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The Necessity of Strategic Planning for Comparative
Literature in Iran

Comparative Literature in Iran was neglected after the early
death of Fatimeh Sayyah (1902-1947) when she was 45 years old.
Why? We still don’t know why comparative literature withered after
her death. Apparently, Syasi, the former chancellor of Tehran
University, decided to shut down the program since he could not find
another multilingual faculty member to replace her. To lose Sayyah in
an age when she had just started her scholarly career was a big
tragedy; however, more tragic was the fact that no one was trained by
her to continue her path. Perhaps, because she was academically a
student of French language and literature from Moscow University,
comparative literature to her was more a matter of personal interest
rather than academic pursuit. Many scholars, including Javad Hadidi
(1932-2002) did their best to revive this discipline in Iran but their
efforts were scattered and did not reach its goals. This historical
neglect caused a decline in the quantity and quality of comparative
literature studies in Iran. However, from mid 2001’s, in less than six
years, we witness a rapid growth of this discipline in Iran. Several
journals are published during these years: The Quarterly of
Comparative Literature (published by the Islamic Azad University,
Jiroft Branch from Spring 2007), Journal of Comparative Literature
(published by Kerman University from Autumn 2009), Comparative
Literature (published by the Academy of Persian Language and
Literature from Spring 2010) and Comparative Language and
Literature Research (published by Tarbiat Modares University from
Spring 2010). For the first time, Kerman University admitted M.A.
students in Comparative Literature concentrating on Persian-Arabic
literary influences and some conferences were held at different
universities around the country.

Doubtless, comparative literature did not stop in other parts of
the world waiting for us. It had progressed specially after mid-
twentieth century and had distanced itself from the traditional
influence studies of comparative literature. New areas of studies like
interdisciplinary  studies, translation studies, cultural studies,
globalization and multiculturalism and most recently a new wave of
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