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A Bibliography of Comparative Literature in Iran

Vida Bozorgchami
Academy of Persian Language and Literature

This bibliography aims to provide the reader with the books
either written in or translated into Persian. Book chapters dealing with
comparative literature, theoretical or practical, are also included. To
the best of my knowledge, such a comprehensive bibliography on
comparative literature in Iran has never been written before. This
bibliography will be of great help to Iranian comparative literature
researchers and graduate students. Besides, from a different
perspective, this bibliography can provide the Iranian scholars with
the basic data they need to trace the theoretical and practical
development of comparative literature in our country. The books in
this bibliography are arranged alphabetically according to the authors’
last names followed by the title of the work, place, publisher and the
date of publication.

Keywords: Comparative literature, bibliography of comparative
literature in Iran, history of comparative literature in Iran, research
tools in comparative literature.
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Every Translation is Different from the Other
An Interview with Suzanne Jill Levine

Maria Constanza Guzman, Glendon College, York University
Tr. by Susan Niazi

This interview took place based upon the subject matter of one
of Levine’s acclaimed books, “The Subversive Scribe: Translating
Latin American Fiction”. During the interview Suzanne Jill Levine
shares her translation experiences about translating Latin American
literature. What makes this interview significant and notable arises
from Levine’s discussion of the current issues in literary translation
and how she deals with them using the examples from her translated
works. Through the interview, Levine explores her challenges in
translation and illustrates her viewpoint towards the issue of the
original and the translated text, the target-oriented translation strategy,
the creative collaboration between author and translator and the
concept of authorship in translation. She stresses the idea of literary
translation itself, being the act of subversion and the resulting
challenges faced by a literary translator. Levine’s approach to
translation seeks to subvert the traditional view of looking at a
translator as a  nameless scribe’, and places emphasis on the role of a
literary translator as a ‘subversive scribe’. She believes the creativity
of the translator can change the form of the original, but the meaning
is retained within another form.

Suzanne Jill Levine is the translator of some of the most
prominent Latin American writers of the twentieth century including
Julio Cortazar, G. Cabrera Infante, Manuel Puig, and Severo Sarduy.
(S.N.)

Keywords: Literary translation, challenges in translation, role of the
literary translator, creativity and authorship in translation
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On Not Translating Hafiz

Dick Davis, Ohio State University
Tr. Behnam Miza Babazadeh & Mostafa Hosseini

In this paper Dick Davis tries to explain the reasons behind the
difficulty in translating classical Persian poetry in general and Hafiz in
particular. He divides the problems into two categories: the linguistic
and the cultural problems. Lack of exact synonyms especially for
idioms, puns and lack of thyme in English belong to the first category.
The lore of Shi’i Islam, the prevalence of the cult of pederasty in
Persian poetry, difference in the pattern of the poems and the language
of panegyric in Persian poetry belong to the second category. Davis
concludes his paper with the following sentences:

And this is why the poets who seem to develop a poetry’s capabilities most
tellingly, who seem to their linguistic communities to be the most “poetic”
of all, are often precisely those whom it is most difficult to bring over into
another language. Certainly, in Persian literature, the example of Hafiz, and
of the numerous poor poet-translators who metaphorically lie bleeding at
his feet, would seem to bear this out. (B. M. & M. H.)

Keywords: Hafiz, Dick Davis, classical Persian poetry, translation of
poetry, untranslatability of poetry.
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Reflections on Comparative Literature in the
Twenty-First Century

Susan Bassnett, Warwick University
Tr. Massih Zekavat

This paper provides the reader with a view of comparative
literature in the 21* century. It is, in fact, an introduction to the
colonial and postcolonial studies. Moreover, it introduces postcolonial
and translation studies as two new areas of research in comparative
literature. Bassnett discusses her own and Spivak’s concepts as well.
Both scholars believe in the expansion of comparative literature
beyond Eurocentrism. However, Bassnett differs from Spivak as far as
research matter is concerned. She believes that European scholars
should not ignore their literary heritage all together. She also
emphasizes the aesthetic aspects of literary research. Bassnett believes
that the main subject of research is literary history and the reception of
the literary text during time and emphasizes the avoidance of using
any prescriptive method in comparative literature. (M. Z.)

Keywords: Comparative literature, postcolonial studies, translation
studies, literary history.



Comparative Literature 3:1 (Spring & Summer 2012)
Abstracts

Why Translation Matters

Edith Grossman, Columbia University
Tr. Mojdeh Daghighi

For Edith Grossman, translation is the close reading of the
literary text. It is a literary research area which has often been ignored,
misunderstood, or misinterpreted. In “Why Translation Matters,”
which is the introduction of her book with the same title on the art of
translation, Grossman discusses the cultural significance of translation
and the importance of translator’s role. Traditionally, translation was a
means through which we could read the literature written in a foreign
language. But it also has the capacity to facilitate the establishment of
our relationship with others whom we may not have had any contact.
It permits us to savor the transformation of the foreign into the
familiar and deepens our world and consciousness.

Edith Grossman is the translator of many distinguished
Spanish-language writers into English, including Gabriel Garcia
Marques, Carlos Fuentes, and Mario Vargas Liosa. Her Translation of
Don Quixote is considered a masterpiece. (M.D.)

Keywords: Translation, literature, translator’s role, literary
translation, Edith Grossman.



ABSTRACTS

Comparative Literature and Translation Studies

Alireza Anushiravani
Shiraz University and the Academy of Persian Language & Literature

This paper deals with a new field of research in comparative
literature. Translation has always played a very important role in
literary and cultural influences and exchanges among different nations
but it has been considered derivatory and second hand in comparison
with the original text. During the past three decades scholars have
challenged this traditional concept and have claimed that translation is
a creative process comparable to writing. This paper is divided into
two parts. The first part defines translation from a linguistic
perspective and the second part analyzes the role of translation in
comparative literature and postcolonial studies. The author has tried to
introduce a new trend of comparative literature studies to the young
Iranian researchers.

Keywords: Translation studies, comparative literature, postcolonial
studies, Susan Bassnett, literary and critical theories.



Comparative Literature 3:1 (Spring & Summer 2012)
Editorial

4

In this issue, we have included two reports and three book
reviews as well. We hope the publication of special issues would
further open new horizons for comparative literature research in the
Iranian academia.

Alireza Anushiravani
Associate Editor
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Editorial

unique position among other Iranian academies. We, in the
Department of Comparative Literature of the Academy, felt the need
to work harder to show the right way of research in comparative
literature to our readers. We resisted the temptation to publish a
journal for the sake of its formal prestige. We were academically
tough with ourselves and others. The result was encouraging; scholars
chose our journal. This, of course, does not mean that there are no
shortcomings and flaws in our journal. We are quite aware of our
weaknesses and we will do our best to improve the academic quality
of our journal.

Since the frontiers of research in comparative literature are
expanding and new theories are emerging, we have decided to publish
special issues every once in a while. In this way, we can provide our
readers with a more comprehensive picture of a new theory or method.

In Iran, comparative literature studies have been mainly
restricted to traditional binary influence studies and less research has
been done on interdisciplinary subjects. Translation Studies has been
one of those neglected subjects. Traditionally, translation has been
considered derivatory and second hand, though many scholars today
believe that it is as creative as writing. Contrary to common belief, the
role of translation is not limited to influence studies but has mingled
with other areas such as literary criticism, philosophy, cultural studies,
anthropology and postcolonial studies. This is why some consider
Translation Studies an independent academic discipline and some as
Comparative Literature in the guise of another title.

In this issue, Anushiravani has tried to show the relationship
between Comparative Literature and Translation Studies by
elaborating the new theories expounded by Susan Bassnett and Willis
Burnstone. Edith Grossman, a member of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences, explains why translation matters. In “Reflections
on Comparative Literature in the Twenty-First Century” Susan
Bassnett provides the reader with a new perspective of comparative
literature. In “On Not Translating Hafiz” Dick Davis, the well-known
professor of Persian literature at Ohio State University and the
translator of Shahnameh, The Conference of Birds, and Vis-o-Ramin,
discusses the difficulties of translating a poet like Hafiz into English.
Maria Constanza Guzman in an interview with Suzanne Jill Levine, a
professor of comparative literature at the University of California at
Santa Barbara, discusses her ideas about the act of translation. Vida
Bozorg-chami provides us with a comprehensive bibliography of
Persian books on comparative literature.



Editorial

Comparative Literature:
An Academic and Cultural Necessity for Iranian
Universities

Comparative Literature is now two years old. We have not
come a long way yet but we have come with a road map and a
systematic planning. We have taken short but theoretically and
methodologically sound steps towards our goals. As we have already
mentioned in our first issue, we strongly believe that no progress in
humanities or sciences can be achieved without a considerable and
uptodate theoretical knowledge. Our task is two-folded. On the one
hand, we need to introduce the new theories and methods of
comparative literature — specially to younger scholars who are more
receptive of new ideas — and, on the other, we need to clarify the
innumerable theoretical misunderstandings and obsolete methods
prevailing the Iranian academia.

The short space devoted to the Editorial does not give us much
space to explain all these problems which are sometimes just
impossible to surmount. However, fortunately these first four issues
have so far found their way among the interdisciplinary researchers
inside and outside Iran. We are now happy to receive scholarly articles
from different scholars who have chosen our journal for the
publication of their essays. Moreover, the support of the President of
the Academy of Persian Language and Literature has given us the
spirit and the will to keep moving forward in spite of all the
difficulties.

It is a common procedure in all over the world to bring together
scholars and great thinkers in academies where they can propose new
theories and ideas. The academies dealing with humanities and culture
have, without any doubt, greater responsibilities. The Academy of
Persian Language and Literature, the preserver of our cultural
heritage and national identity, enjoys a
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