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* Mary Snell-Hornby, “Theatre and Opera Translation” in The Companion to Translation Studies
* John Bryant, The Fluid Text: A Theory of Revision and Editing for Book and Screen

° Robert Stam, Literature and Film: A Guide to the Theory and Practice of Film Adaptation.
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! American Dream

? Lost Generation

*F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940)
* Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961)
> Arthur Miller (1915- 2005)
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! Regression

% Sigmund Freud (1856-1939)
* Robert D. Nye

* Agnes Petocz
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! Sentimentalism

“Realism

* Symbolism

* Archetype

* Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961)
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Tiburon International Film Festival, Hamburg International Film Festival in Germany, Cleveland
International Film Festival (CIFF), Shanghai International Film Festival, Pune International Film Festival
in India, Montreal's World Film Festival in Canada
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* King’s College
* Edinburgh University
* Comparative Criticism
 New Comparison
7 John Dryden Translation Competition
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° University of Essex
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° Espacios y discursos compartidos en la literatura de América Latina
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8 National University of San Marcos
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! Pin-chia Feng

? National Chiao Tung University

* Zhongguo bijiaowenxue (Comparative Literature in China)
* Shanghai International Studies University
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Asociatia de Literatura Generala si Comparati din Romania

Romanian Association of General and Comparative Literature
(RAGCL)

Association Roumaine de Littérature Générale et Comparée
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% Paul Cornea

* Mircea Anghelescu
* Adriana Babeti
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Japan Comparative Literature Association (JCLA)
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' The FILLM (International Federation for Modern Languages and Literatures)
% Hitoshi Oshima

* Fukuoka University

* Shigetoshi Morosaka
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Schweizerische Gesellschaft fiir allgemeine und vergleichende
Literaturwissenschaft (SGAVL)

Swiss Society of General and Comparative Literature
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La Société Francaise de Littérature Générale et Comparée (SFLGC)
The French Association of General and Comparative Literature

33 ks 5 eges Slosl i g 0dd el 14070 Jl 53 45 sl ) s
Sl s sl s b iasn ol el SKales 5 sl gl 5 ol 4l
bl 5 e Slosl Medlow el o3 558 ol O Kiass oS Lie
Ly 0 Sledbl plad ozl ol LS s Cled Oy glaclasl o Waoby Ml
J}>' eggj )J).\.’.SL;"A L;_)jTJﬁ ‘Laubulibjd;&j}i;\f)uﬂw C)LGW‘
3 AMJ\J.E Ji:..k_? 3 P olosl m>u| oggj A e )‘)5 Lacl OF S 3

! Swiss books for general and comparative literature

% Swiss Review of General and Comparative Literature
* Markus Winkler

* Antonia Eder
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Kirjallisuudentutkijain Seura (KTS)
Finnish Literary Research Society
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l Karl Zieger
“ Université de Valenciennes
* Anne-Rachel Hermetet
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Canadian Comparative Literature Association (CCLA)
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! Avain— Finnish Review of Literary Studies

% Riikka Rossi

* Antti Ahmala

4 Canadian Review of Comparative Literature
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Croatian Association of Comparative Literature
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Korean Comparative Lite}‘ature Association (KCLA)
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! Susan Ingram

? York University

* Markus Reisenleitner
* Eung Soo Lee

* Chung-Ho Chung
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La Société Luxembourgeoise de Littérature Générale et Comparée

(SLLGC)
The Luxembourgish Society of General and Comparative Literature
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" Irma Ratiani

* Gaga Lomidze

? Literature and Young Adults

* Centre National de Littérature (CNL)

° Revue luxembourgeoise de littérature générale et comparée
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Comparative Section of the Adam Mickiewicz Literary Association
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Egyptian Spciety of Comparative Literature (ESCL)
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" Allegory Old and New, Creativity And Continuity In Culture
~ Marie-Anne Hansen-Pauly

* Joseph Kohnen

* University of Konigsberg (Kaliningrad)

* Mieczyslaw Klimowicz
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Association of Researchers on Maghrebine and Comparative Literature
Coordination des Chercheurs sur les Littératures Maghrébines et
Comparées (CCLMC)
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' Ahmed Etman
% Groupe d'Etudes Maghrébines (GEM)
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Macedonian Association of Comparative Literature
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Comparative Literature Association of India (CLAI)
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! Bulletin de la CCLMC

% La revue de la CCLMC

* Abdallah Mdarhri Alaoui
* Vladimir Martinovski
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The Greek General and Comparative Literature Association (GCLA)
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! Sahitya

? Jancy James

* University of Kerala
* Swapan Majumdar

* Jadavpur University
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7 Studies and Inquiries
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Intertextual Adaptation in Mom's Guest:
A Typical Example of Maximal Approach in Film
Adaptation

Ebrahim Salimiokouchi
University of Isfahan
Fatemeh Sokout
University of Isfahan

Film adaptation is considered a controversial topic in
comparative literature and cinema studies. Dudley Andrew (1945) has
verified this subject in his various writings and has examined the
possible relations between literary and cinematographic texts. He has
also represented different categories about the nature and cause of film
adaptation. In this paper, we rely on the theories of Dudley Andrew
for enumerating various categories of film adaptation and we suggest
a maximal approach for film adaptation which is related to concepts
like intertextuality. Afterward, we apply this comparative approach to
the literary and cinematographic texts of Mom's Guestm written by
Moradi Kermani and directed by Mehrjui. According to Andrew's
theories, the film adaptation of Mehrjui is based on "intersection" and
could be considered a kind of intertextual adaptation which engenders
advantages and acceptable performances. In fact, this successful
adaptation is the representation of several separate texts. Therefore,
the director, through expanding and modifying some parts of the
source text, has been able to enrich the film adaptation version.

Keywords: adaptation, intertextuality, comparative literature, Dudley
Andrew, Mom's Guest, Moradi Kermani, Mehrjui.
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Analysis of Metamorphosis and Initiation Rules in
Shahnama through Illustrations

Mansour Mehrnegar
Tarbiat Modares University
Raziyeh Chiti

Isfahan Art University
Ebrahim Khodayar

Tarbiat Modares University
Asghar Fahimifar

Tarbiat Modares University

Metamorphosis is one of the important literary elements
especially in mythological and epic literature. One of these forms is
initiative metamorphosis which is highlighted differently in
Shahnama. The story of “King Fereydoon putting his sons on trial” is
a distinguished example of this kind in which Fereydoon is
transformed into a dragon. The current paper analyzes this story from
a comparative literature perspective, i.e. poetic conjunction and
painting. Illustration of metamorphosis initiation is one of the
outstanding examples of creative design based on Shahnama. In order
to analyze the selected figurative content, after focusing on the verbal
narrative text and the reason why Fereydoon is temporarily
transformed into a dragon, the paper examines the visual contexts of
morphological analysis in different schools of painting as well as the
interference of painters in transferring the verbal context into visual
ones. This essay deals with the paintings through a trans-semiotic
approach, and the methodology is based on descriptive-analytic and
comparative approaches as well as data collected from libraries. The
result indicates that the metamorphosis in the proposed paintings have
a trial effect to reach the status of kingship, chivalry, and marriage.
They are reflected in the theme of dragon-killing as a representation of
initiation ritual which is illustrated by the symbols of imaginary
dragon as well as the ritual itself. However, the metamorphosis is
understood by verbal pre-texts alone.

Keywords: Shahnama, trial, dragon, initiation, metamorphosis,
comparative literature; Fereydoon
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A Comparative Study of Characters in the Films of
Bahman Farmanara and Nouveau Roman

Armita Asghari
Tehran University

Since 1970, comparative literature which was traditionally
concerned with the literatures of different languages turned to
interdisciplinary studies, specially to the analysis of relations between
literature and the other arts like cinema. In fact, cinema has always
used story as a base for film but the most important point is the
common terms like character, time, space, point of view, images
presented by the two media. The mutual influence of the two arts is
significant as well. This article tries to explore the similarities of
characterization in film and the novel and will demonstrate how a
certain theme appears in written and visual texts regardless of the
boundaries we usually draw between the two.

Keywords: Comparative literature, cinema, characterization, Farmanara,
Nouveau Roman.
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Translation Cannot be the only Variable
(A Critical Reading of Shafiee Kadkani’s With the
Lamp and the Mirror)

Fissa Aman-Khani
Golestan University

There are lots of works which have dealt with the
contemporary Persian literature; however, Shafiee Kadkani’s Ba
Cherag-o Ayeneh (With the Lamp and the Mirror) is more significant
due to the reputation of its author and its new hypothesis. In this book,
the author claims that all the evolutions of Modern Persian poetry
have been influenced by the translation of European poetry into
Persian, This work, though it is a scholarly book, can be criticized for
a few points: lack of coherent relations between its chapters, lack of
definition of theoretical concepts and contextualization and too much
emphasis on the role of translation in the emergence of Persian
modern poetry. More than translation, it was the rejection of
traditional literary discourse which opened the way for the formation
of modern Persian poetry. At this stage, translation was a facilitator
rather than the ultimate factor.

Keywords: Ba Cherag-o Ayeneh, Shafiee Kadkani, translation,
discourse, modern Persian poetry.
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Postcolonial Translations

Susan Bassnett, Warwick University, UK
Translated by Saleh Hosseini
Shahid Chamran University

Translation has always played a significant role in literary and
cultural influences and exchanges among various nations. However, as
compared with the original, it has been considered inferior, and the
translator as the the slave of the author. In this paper, Bassnett, having
defined translation as the transference of texts written in one language
into another — endevours to show that transtlation, far from being a
copy of, and thus inferior to the original, is a creative activity and
plays a crucial role in reclaiming and re-evalutiong a people’s
language and literature. In conclusion, she emphasizes the fact that
translation, far from being a marginal activity, is crucial to our
understanding of the world we inhabit.

Keywords: Translation, Postcolonialism, Calibans, cannibalism and
translation, cultural translation.
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Commonalities of Literary Naturalism and Artistic
Impressionism

Ilmira Dadvar
University of Tehran

The relation of literature with other arts is very old; however,
comparatists have become interested in interdisciplinary studies
specially since the last decades of the 20" century. In this article, the
author has chosen a literary opus and a painting artwork to reveal the
commonalities between them. For this purpose, there is a discussion
from the viewpoint of French theorists between a naturalistic novel of
the19th century, Assommoir by Zola, and a painting of the same time,
"Women Ironing", by the impressionist artist, Edgar Degas.

keywords: Naturalism, Impressionism, painting, comparative
literature, interdisciplinarity.



ABSTRACTS

New Comparative Literature and Literary
Adaptation: Williams’s Glass Menagerie and
Tavakoli’s Here without Me

Azra Ghandeharion

Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
Alireza Anushiravani

Shiraz University

Adaptation studies finds its way as an authorized discipline in
the realm of comparative literature. This paper scrutinizes Tavakoli’s
reading of Glass Menagerie in the course of adaptation. Though
adaptation is a literal reading of an already existing text, it’s a new
cultural product rather than a byproduct. Through the lens of
interdisciplinarity, comparative literature and adaptation studies break
the boundaries of literature and cinema, written and multimedia texts,
the canons and the popular literature. Thus, not only the text but also
the context is of great importance. Hence, the adaptation of Glass
Menagerie (Williams, 1945) as Here without Me (dir. Tavakoli, 2011)
is not evaluated according to its fidelity to Williams’s text. This paper
studies Tavakoli’s creative interpretation of Glass Menagerie, adapted
as a film in Iran of the early 2010s.

Keywords: Comparative Literature, Interdisciplinary Studies,
Adaptation, New Historicism, Glass Menagerie, Here without
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believes that this work, in spite of its great achievements by a well-
known scholar such as Shafiee Kadkani, suffers from lack coherence
between its chapters. Furthermore, he disagrees with the author that all
changes and innovations in modern Persian poetry are results of being
by Western poetry. He discusses that the classical Persian poetry had
to choose a different trend due to the discourses of modern times. He
concludes that translation was more a facilitator rather than the
ultimate factor. Armita Asghari

In “A Comparative Study of Characters in the Films of Bahman
Farmanara and Nouveau Roman” compares characterization in films
of Farmanara, a prominent Iranian director, with Nouveau Roman and
shows how consciously of unconsciously, the Iranian director has
been influenced by this French genre. Mansour Mehrnegar et al. in
“Analysis of Metamorphosis and Initiation Rules in Shahnama
through Illustration” demonstrate how the study of the apinting of
Ferdowsi’s Shahnama can help us to have a better and deeper
understanding of this major Persian epic. They believe that
metamorphosis is one of the important literary elements especially in
mythological and epic literature. One of these forms is initiative
metamorphosis which is highlighted differently in Shahnama. The
story of “King Fereydoon putting his sons on trial” is a distinguished
example of this kind in which Fereydoon is transformed into a dragon.
This paper analyzes this story from a comparative literature
perspective, i.e. poetic conjunction and painting. Illustration of
metamorphosis initiation is one of the outstanding examples of
creative design based on Shahnama. Ebrahim Salimikouchi and
Fatemeh Sokout in “Intertextual Adaptation in Mom's Guest: A
Typical Example of Maximal Approach in Film Adaptation” study the
adaptation of another literary work, Mom’s Guest, into a film using
maximal approach. They benefit from Dudley Andrew’s theories and
examine the possible relations between literary and cinematographic
texts. In this paper, the authors rely on the theories of Dudley Andrew
for enumerating various categories of film adaptation and suggest a
maximal approach for film adaptation which is related to concepts like
intertextuality.

Works Cited
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literature with another or others, and the comparison of
literature with other spheres of human expression. (3)

Comparative literature is interested in interdisciplinary studies from
two perspectives: 1) how a written text is adapted for a visual text, i.e.
how a writer uses verbal expressions and how an artist used artistic
tools such as color, line, wood or camera to express the same idea, 2)
how an abstract concept such as death, freedom, disappointment, and
love are depicted in literature and other arts. In the first category we
are dealing with adaptation and in the second category with
intermedial studies. While the first category is somehow related to
influence studies, the second one investigates different ways of
expressing the same concept in different media.

Regarding the significance of interdisciplinary studies, this issue of
our journal has been mainly devoted to the study of the relationship
between literature and painting and cinema. In “New Comparative
Literature and Literary Adaptation: Williams’s Glass Menagerie and
Tavakoli’s Here without Me” Ghandeharion and Anushiravani
examine the adaptation of Tenessee Williams’s Glass Menagerie to an
Iranian film directed by Bahram Tavakoli entitled Here without Me.
Using Linda Hutcheon’s theory of adaptation, they show how a play
from a different time and place and culture is adapted and
appropriated in another culture. The authors question the discourse of
fidelity and show the creativity of the Iranian director in creating a
new artistic work. In “Commonalities of Literary Naturalism and
Artistic Impressionism” Dadvar illustrates the thematic similarity
between a literary work and a painting. She examines Assommoir by
Zola and a painting, "Women Ironing", by the impressionist artist,
Edgar Degas. While the novelist uses words, the artist uses lines and
colors to express the same concept. In “Postcolonial Translations”
Susan Bassnett, a prominent scholar of Translation Studies, defines
translation as “an act that involves the transfer of texts written in one
language into another” and focuses on what cannot be transferred
across linguistic boundaries. She carefully examines the role of
language as a medium of power and talks about calibans and
cannibals. She highlights the in-betweenness of translation as
“involving a journey between a point of origin and a target
destination.” She concludes that “postcolonial writers, ranslators, and
literary critics and theorists are, in different ways consistently
engaging with translation.” This scholarly article is translated by Saleh
Hosseini who has alrady translated some other articles by Susan
Bassnett. In “Translation Cannot be the only Variable” Eissa Aman-
Khani criticizes Shafiee Kadkani’s With the Lamp and the Mirror. He



Comparative Literature 4:1 (Spring & Summer 2013)
Editorial

4

Many artists have created artistic works based on literary
works. William Blake (1757-1827) drew some paintings for John
Milton’s Paradise Lost, and Gutave Doré (1832-1883) for Dante’s
Commedia. Kamoloddin Behzad (1455-1535) drew some paintings for
Sa’di’s Bustan and Golistan and Khamse-ye Nizami and Hossein
Behzad (1894-1968) drew some miniatures for Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh and the poems of Hafiz and Khayyam. Among the literary
works, Shahnameh has been very popular among other arts such as
dramatic arts, puppet show, visual arts, Naggali (recitation), painting,
miniature, music and cinema. Studying the relationship these great
literary works with other arts not only help us to have a deeper
understanding of them, but leads to further artistic creations. These
studies constitute an important area in the interdisciplinary studies of
comparative literature.

Generally speaking, interdisciplinary studies examines the
relationship between several theories and disciplines which cannot be
understood within the framework of a single discipline. Thus,
interdisciplinary studies open new horizons to the researcher. Yosuf
Shaghul and Mohammad Amoozadeh define the nature of
interdisciplinary studies as follows.

Once again the scientific society has turned to this traditional
view that we need a comprehensive understanding of different
issues. The difference is that in the past we sought such
comprehensive knowledge among the learned such as Aristotle
and Avicenna who were well-versed in philosophy,
mathematics, medicine and psychology but these days we turn
to a group of specialists whose members are experts in a
specific area. This is quite natural in an age when the study of
different phenomena has become very complicated and
interwoven. (25)

According to Henry Remak, comparative literature is longer
limited to the study of literature beyond linguistic and cultural
boundaries of a country.

Comparative literature is the study of literature beyond
the confines on one particular country, and the study of the
relationship between literature on the one hand and other areas
of knowledge and belief, such as the arts (e.g., painting,
sculpture, architecture, music), philosophy, history, the social
sciences (e.g., politics, economics, sociology), the sciences,
religion, etc., on the other. In brief, it is the comparison of one
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Interdisciplinary Studies and Comparative
Literature

Alireza Anushiravani
Shiraz University and Academy of Persian Language and Literature

The history of the relation of literature with fine art goes back
to ancient times. The relation between poetry and painting is a
prominent example which had a long history in different cultures. It
was Simonides (died in 469 B.C.) who first referred to this
relationship, “Painting is mute poetry and poetry is verbal painting.”
(qtd. in Haines, 40). Horace, the Roman philosopher, has compared
poetry and painting and believes “Poetry is similar to painting.” (117).
Plato rejects poetry and painting on the ground that both represent an
illusionary image of life and nature. He believes that the imitation of
the poet and the painter from life, unlike what philosophers represent,
ends only in an illusion which is harmful to the society (Book 7).
Aristotle, like Plato, believes that both poetry and painting imitate life
and nature, however; he believes that the artist must choose the ideal
nature and his representation (3). René Wellek devotes a chapter of his
book, Theory of Literature, to “Literature and Other Arts” and
contends,

The relationship of literature with th fine arts and music
are highly various and complex. Sometimes poetry has drawn
inspiration from works of art may become the themes of
poetry. That poets have described pieces of sculpture, painting,
or even music presents no particular theoretical problem.
Spencer, it has been suggested, drew some of his descriptions
from tapestries and pageants; the paintings of Claude Lorrain
and Salvatore Rosa influenced eighteenth-century landscape
poetry; Keats derived details of his “Ode on a Grecian Urn”
from a specific picture of Claude Lorrain. (125)
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