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Comparative Literature 5:2 (Fall & Winter 2014)
Abstracts

Bibliography of Persian Comparative Literature
articles

Vida BozorgChami
Academy of Persian Language & Literature

This bibliography that is a part of the comprehensive project of
“Bibliography of Comparative Literature in Iran” aims to provide a
catalogue of researches done in this field for professionals, teachers,
researchers and students to conduct studies in the right direction and
avoid wasting time and repeated and parallel projects. It will be of
great help to professors and graduate students and researchers. This
catalogue includes the bibliographical information of Persian articles
published in periodicals from 1310 to early 1393. It also offers the
bibliographical information of papers in books, proceedings of
seminars, conferences, and meetings etc, that have been collected by
editors. This bibliography should not be taken as the confirmation and
approval of these articles' scientific content, nor do we mean to say
that these papers are compatible with the scientific theories and
research methodologies of comparative studies. We all know that
comparative literature in Iran has been exposed to various
misunderstandings and critics have written different articles about
these problems. Therefore, this project is an overview of what has
been written in Persian comparative literature articles in Iran about
comparative literature in the course of eight decades. For easy
accessibility and retrieval, articles have been arranged alphabetically
according to the name of authors.

Keywords: Comparative Literature, bibliography, Comparative
Literature in Iran, literary criticism.
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Beyond the Frontiers of Europe:
Alternative Concepts of Comparative Literature

Susan Bassnet
Warwick University

The original article by Bassnet does not include an abstract;
however, due to our policy in Comparative Literature Journal, we
have added one. In this Chapter, Bassnet deals with comparative
literature beyond the frontiers of Europe; she shows the formation
process of the American school of comparative literature in contrast to
the European schools and considers the influence of the American
school on the important concepts of comparative literature and goes
on to distinguish between the so called old and New worlds of
comparative literature; Bassnet studies comparative literature in the
post-colonial age with regard to Indian and African versions of
comparative literature and tries to differentiate between European and
non-European approaches; she proceeds to lay bare the comparative
schools in the 1990s, particularly the French and German schools; in
this chapter the positivist and formalist models and even the
paradigms outside the Euro-American tradition are highlighted as
well; the writer discuses the widespread use of the English language
after the decline of classical languages such as Latin and Greek and
pinpoints the role it plays in the literary studies, especially in
comparative literature; and thence, the significance of translation is
underscored by the writer; finally she tries to elucidate the interaction
between comparative literature and cultural studies and reveal their
similarities and close relationship.

Keywords: comparative literature schools, approaches and models,
post-colonial approaches, demise of classical languages, cultural
studies
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A Comparative Study of Prefiguration in the
Modern Novel

Alireza Anushiravani
Shiraz University
Sahar Ghafari
Tehran University

One of the areas of research in Comparative Literature is the
investigation of similarities and evolution of literary techniques in
world literature. In the literature of the twentieth century,
experimentation and innovative models of narration came to the fore
and led to the formation of new expressive tools. Adaptation of other
literary texts, or "prefiguration" as John White calls it, is one of the
literary techniques in modern novels. A comparative study of
prefiguration helps us to trace the development of an idea and the
changes it undergoes in different texts. There are instances, in what
critics call modern Persian literature, of such structural adaptations;
Abbas Ma'rufi's Symphony of the Dead can be cited as an example. In
this novel, Ma'rufi has used the ancient story of Abel and Cane as
prefiguration. The comparison of this novel with similar Western
novels would reveal to us how successful Ma'rufi has been in adapting
this technique in his book.

Keywords: Symphony of the Dead, John White, prefiguration,
adaptation, comparative literature, myth, modern novel.
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The Comparison of the Role of Imagination in the
Poem and lllustrations of KhavaranNameh with
Regard to Bachelard's Theory of Imagination

Azam Hajhasany & Fataneh Mahmoudy
Mazandaran University

This article is an interdisciplinary research and follows the
American school of comparative literature. The researchers draw
upon Henry Remak's definition of comparative literature and
Bachelard's theory of dynamic imagination in order to analyze the
interaction between text and image in Khavaran Nameh. Bachelard
notes that the imagination of the poet and the artist can be studied by
dissecting literary and artistic images. He considers the four elements-
-water, air, fire and soil that are the striking features of the ancient
civilization of the East--as the basic criteria with which we can
evaluate the factors that shape the writer's imagination. Based on the
material representation of the four elements, Bachelard unearths the
mythological archetypes and analyses the imagination of the artist.
Our critical outlook revolves around Bachelard's conception of
dynamic imagination (the four elements) and material imagination
(metaphors and similes) and their compatibility with the illustrations
of Khavaran Nameh. Stories of Khavaran Nameh center around the
heroic actions and brave deeds of Imam Ali and his men in their battle
against the Godless and the foes. It includes epic, mythic and
legendary stories the content of which is taken from historical events
that have been elaborated and decorated by imaginary incidents. After
analyzing illustrations and comparing them with the poem, we come
to the conclusion that the dynamic imagination as well as the material
imagination—as defined by Bachelard--are artistic tools used for the
illustration of the epic poem.

Keywords:Comparative Literature, KhavaranNameh, Bachelard
imaginary criticism, four nature elements, Imagination
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Investigating Forms of Dialogism in Two Feminine
Novels
by Pirzad and Mosteghanemi

Fatemeh Akbarizadeh, Kobra Roshanfekr, Khalil Parvini, Hosseinali
Ghobadi
Tarbiat Modares University

Based on dialogism and according to the concent of otherness
in Bakhtin's theories. the originality of a novel lies in its
Heteroglossia: thus. the language of novel has not only a dialogic
interaction with other languages that have originated in diverse social
ideologies: but also an intertextual relationship with the language of
other texts that have found their way into the novel. Therefore, female
authors in their feminine writing create a double-voiced discourse and
expose a feminine voice through Heteroglossia. The present paper
investigates the manifestations of dialogism in I’ll turn off the liahts
by Zova Pirzad and Memory in the Flesh by Ahlam Mosteghanemi
with a descriptive-analytic approach based on the American school of
comparative literature. Despite differences in their narrative strategies,
these two authors, in their feminine writing, pay much attention to the
issue of language and its place in the novel and based on their own
stylistic features, represent various forms of other languages in their
novels differently; thence, the double-voiced discourse represents the
view of feminine authors at three different levels. While Pirzad pays
much attention to the linguistic failure of hegemony in literature and
the creation of a heterogeneous world of language, Mosteghanemi
casts a critical look at the issue of gender.

Key words: comparative literature, Mikhail Bakhtin, Heteroglossia,
Pirzad, Mosteghanemi
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of translation; and finally with the interrelation between comparative
literature and cultural studies, their similarities and close relationship
between them.

Vida Bozorg Chami in "A Bibliography of Comparative
Literature Papers in Persian" provides a catalogue of articles
written by Iranian researchers. It includes the bibliographical
information of Persian articles in the journals from 1310 to early 1393
AH. and it also includes the bibliographical information of
papers in proceedings of conferences.

In February 2015, Faculty of Foreign Languages and
Literatures of Tehran University hold its biannual International
Conference on Comparative Literature dealing with important issues
as follows:

1. The history and status of comparative literature in Iran

2. Schools and main trends of comparative literature

3. Comparative literature and other arts

4. Transnational and intercultural and interlingual studies of
comparative literature

5. Translation: a bridge for world literature

Among the invited speakers, the name of David Damrosch,
Professor and Head of the Department of Comparative Literature and
a leading theorist at Harvard University, caught everybody's attention.
This was the second trip of Damrosch to Iran. He gave a lecture at the
Academy of Persian Language and Literature two years ago as well.
He gave two lectures at Shiraz University and Tehran University
respectively. Other conferences and workshops were held at other
universities of Iran and brought together comparatists from around the
country. These gatherings are promising a bright future for
comparative literature in Iran. The establishment of the Comparative
Literature Association of Iran will further help the academic
development of comparative literature in Iran.

Editor
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Mosteghanemi. These two authors, despite differences in their
narrative strategies pay much attention to the issue of language and its
place in the novel. Where, Pirzad pays attention to the creation of
heterogeneous world of language and hegemony, Mosteghanemi looks
critically toward gender.

Azam Hajhasany & Fataneh Mahmoudy in "Comparing
Imagination in Khavaran Nameh's Text and Paintings Using Gaston
Bachelard's Imaginary Criticism Approach" seek to analyze the
writing of the French philosopher, Gaston Bachelard and attempts to
suggest its implications for paintings. The writers have analysed the
literal images of Khavaran Nameh and their relationship with the four
elements of nature, showing the evolution of the ideas of Bachelard
and the conflicts in his paradoxical thoughts. This poem and its
illustrations are the best among Shi’a poetry according to its literary
and artistic features. Khavaran Nameh focuses on the life and
braveries of Imam Ali and is compiled according to the Shiraz School
in the Turkmen era in the fifteenth-century. The researchers have
analyzed the imaginary and religious features of the paintings of
Khavaran Nameh. Six paintings of this manuscript have been
selected and analyzed. The paper uses a historical, analytical and
imaginary criticism method based on Bachelard’s concept of dynamic
imagination and concludes with comparing the paintings of Khavaran
Nameh with the most significant epic of Persian literature, the
Shahnameh.

Alireza Anushiravani and Sahar Ghafari in "A Comparative
Study of Prefiguration in the Modern Novel" have investigated the
evolution or similarities and difference of prefiguration as a literary
genre and technique in world literature. A comparative study of
prefiguration helps to find out what these novelists have borrowed
from each other and how they have used it in their own works. The
Persian novelist, Abbas Ma'rufi in his Symphony of the Dead has used
the ancient story of Abel and Cane as prefiguration. Comparing this
novel with similar Western novels reveal how successful Ma'rufi has
been in adapting this technique in his novel.

Saeed Rafiee Khezri has translated Susan Bassnett's "Beyond
the Frontiers of Europe: Alternative Concepts of Comparative
Literature." In this chapter of her book, Bassnett deals with
comparative literature beyond the frontiers of Europe; with the process
of forming American comparative literature; with the distinction
between what was called Old and New world comparative literature;
with comparative literature in the post-colonial period according to
Indian and African comparative literature and with the distinction
between European and non-European approaches; with the significance



Editorial

The Perspective of Comparative Literature in Iran

Much has been written on the history of Comparative
Literature in Iran though we have not yet studied the reasons why this
discipline was neglected after the death of Fatimeh Sayyah and why it
started to bloom suddenly in mid 2005's. However, we are assured of
the fact that due to our four decades of neglect, a huge theoretical gap
separates Comparative Literature in Iran from the recent developments
of this discipline. This has caused a kind of confusion among Irnian
researchers that can be observed in articles published in the Iranian
academic journals.

The Concentration of Comparative Literature established by
some Iranian universities in the past decade faced serious criticism by
scholars and graduate students who found the realm of Comparative
Literature limited only to two languages and literatures. However,
they continued reading more about the recent theories of Comparative
Literature and found out that these new theories provide researchers
with ample opportunities for research. This new awareness led to the
revision of the curriculum by some scholars and a new one replaced
the old one in September 2014.

Though this is a considerable development, Comparative
Literature cannot flourish fully unless it gains the status of an
independent academic discipline. Comparative Literature is an
interdisciplinary discipline and functions as a bridge to connect
literature to humanities and other arts and sciences. Fortunately, there
is the good news of establishing Comparative Literature as an
academic discipline in accredited Iranian universities.

Fatemeh Akbarizadeh, et al. in "Investigating Dialogism
Forms in Two Women’s Novels by Pirzad and Mosteghanemi" use
Bakhtin's dialogism and otherness to comparison the manifestations of
language dialogism in two Persian and Arabic women’s Novels: I’ll
Turn off the Lights by Zoya Pirzad and Memory in the Flesh by Ahlam



Contents

Editorial

The Perspective of Comparative Literature in Iran Alireza Anushiravani

Articles

Investigating Forms of Dialogism in Two Feminine Novels
by Pirzad and Mosteghanemi Fatemeh Akbarizadeh, Kobra Roshanfekr,
Khalil Parvini & Hosseinali Ghobadi

The Comparison of the Role of Imagination in the Poem
and [llustrations of KhavaranNameh with Regard to Azam Hajhasany &
Bachelard's Theory of Imagination Fataneh Mahmoudy

A Comparative Study of Prefiguration in the Modern Novel
Ferial Jabouri Ghazoul Alireza Anushiravani &
Sahar Ghafari

Beyond the Frontiers of Europe: Alternative Concepts
of Comparative Literature Susan Bassnet

Bibliography of Comparative Literature Papers in Persian Vida BozorgChami

Book Reviews

Persian Literary Influence on English Literature (Hasan Javadi) Mostafa Hosseini



