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The Reflection of Textile Industry in the Pre-Islamic
Arabic Poetry and Manouchehri Damghani's Divan

Aliakbar Molaei
University of Rafsanjan
Soghra Falahati
Kharazmi University

A wide variety of textiles and clothes have covered both the
human body and beautifully cherished literary minds throughout
history. The present paper strives to shed light on the reflectuion of
textiles in the poems attributed to the Arabian Pre-Islamic era,
especially Mo'allagat, and Manouchehri Damghani's Divan, aiming to
conduct a comparative study that analyses their similarities and
dissimilarities in the lexical and artistic levels as well as the
relationship between textiles and emotions, life conditions and life
environment of the poets. The research has found that the arid nature
of the Arabian Peninsula and the nomadic life have affected the
literary minds of the poets, leaving a clear trace of "neediness" in their
poems. By contrast, Manouchehri's ease of mind as well as the
Northern Iran's lushly green and beautiful nature has artfully left a
trace in the representation of textiles in his poetry. Analysis of textiles
in the aforementioned poems indicates the artistic verity of their
COMPpOSers.

Keywords: Comparative Literature, Old Poetry, Textiles, Arabian
Pre-Islamic Poetry, Manouchehri Damghani
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The Comparative Study of Joyce’s “The Dead” and
Mosaffa’s Film Adaptation The Last Step

Azra Ghandeharion, Roya Abbaszadeh and Zohreh Taebi
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

Today, comparative literature plays an influential role in different
branches of literary criticism. Since adaptation studies is considered as
a sub-branch of comparative literature, this paper, comparing and
contrasting a film adaptation and one of its two sources, provides the
readers with one of the recent findings of comparative literature. The
Last Step (2012), directed and written by Ali Mosaffa, is one of the
most recent Iranian film adaptations, mainly based on “The Dead”
(1914) by James Joyce (1882-1941). Drawing on Linda Hutcheon’s
theory of adaptation, this study will investigate why and how Mosaffa
has adapted «The Dead», focusing on the roles of Mosaffa and Hatami
as the main adapters, Iranian audience, and different contexts.
Furthermore, the interpretation of the changes applied to this
adaptation will be presented and the comparative study of the changes
in the representation of Iranian context and indigenized signs will be
explored. After analyzing the movie’s elements, including
characterization and setting, along with the reception context of
adaptation, audience and the adapters’ art careers, the results showed
that The Last Step is successful in indigenizing Joyce’s short story.

Keywords: Adaptation Studies, Comparative Literature, The Last
Step, Ali Mosaffa “The Dead”, James Joyce
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From Actual City to Textual City from the Perspective
of Geographical Criticism

Fathemeh Khanmohamad and Somayeh Rostamipoor
Islamic Azad University of Tehran

Attention to the space where the story takes place has become more
important in our age than ever. The importance of urban areas as
human locations doubles by World War II. In the postmodern era the
relation between urban and literary space has gained momentum. So
cities perform an important role in the creation of literary works.
Urban areas, the living place of human kinds, are best reflected in
literary texts. This is the main issue in geocriticism. In the current
research the role of the city in the fiction is dealt with from a new
perspective. Geocriticism investigates urban areas by a new approach
and emphasizes the principles of geographical review from the
perspective of Westphal. The emphasis of this paper is on the process
of moving from the actual city to the textual city by the aid of
geocriticism.

Keywords: Actual City, Textual City, Geocritism, Referentiality,
Imagination
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A Comparative Analysis of the Story of Bahram Gur in
Marzbannameh and Fakehat-ol Kholafa’ va Mofakehat-oz
Zorafa’

Aboozar Ghasemi Arani and Vahid Sabziyanpoor
Razi University, Kermanshah

Zeinab Khoramabadi Arani

University of Kashan

One of the old literary genres in the world literature is allegory with
symbolic meaning and moral lessons. Parable is a type of this genre in
which characters are human-beings and are used for religious and
social purposes and try to reform the society. One of the examples of
parable in Persian literature is the story of “Bahram Gur”. Ahmad ibn
Arabshah also recalls this story in his book Fakehat-ol Kholafa’ va
Mofakehat-oz Zorafa’. Some historians and critics believe that
Fakehat-ol Kholafa’ va Mofakehat-oz Zorafa’ is a translation and
imitation of Marzbannameh and some others consider it as an
independent work of Ahmad ibn Arabshah. To what extent is Ibn This
study analyzes the story of “Bahram Gur” and its fictional elements
(such as plot, theme, characterization, viewpoints, etc.) to find the
similarities and differences between the two works.

Keywords: Marzbannameh, Fakehat-ol Kholafa’ va Mofakehat-0z
Zorafa’, “Bahram Gur”, Parable, Allegorical Literature
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Semantic Deviation in the Area of Poetic Imagery
in Contemporary Poetry of Iran and Iraq

Reza Kiani, Ali Salimi and Susan Jabri
Razi University, Kermanshah

Poetry in the vast expanse of the imagination sees the phenomena
of the past differently and faces the reader's mind with unexpected
challenges. Contemporary poets tend to avoid duplication and their
continuous motion imagery and undiscovered routeshave made their
poetry infused with unnormative range of images. In this way,
contemporary poets of Iran and Iraq, with similar intellectual and
cultural affinity, have created defamiliarized images. The basic
question of this research is to find out the common grounds of the
poets in these two countries which have challenged the relation
between the signifier and the signified and have cause tentions in the
semantic aread of language.

The findings of this research show the methods deployed by these
poets to create unfamiliar poetic and visual images .

Keywords: Semantic Deviation, Imagery, Contemporary Poetry of Iran,
Contemporary Poetry of Iraq.
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Instances of Self-Orientalism in Iranian Comparative
Literature

Cyrus Amiri and Zakarya Bezdoode
University of Sanandaj

This paper draws upon Edward Said's studies of orientalism and
comparative literature to define and analyze examples of self-
orientalism in the Iranian comparative literature. The first part of the
article is devoted to a discussion of extra-literary aspects of
comparative literature, especially the politics of this science. This part
provides a short overview of postcolonial approaches to comparative
literature. In the second part, examples of comparative literary studies
on Persian literature have been analyzed and some of the major
shortcomings of these studies have been identified via a postcolonial
approach derived from the work of Said. Among these shortcomings,
which serve to reinforce and reiterate orientalist representations of
Iran, are formalism and ahistoricism, literary evaluation with
European classics as measure, dependence on Eurocentric literary
histories, and confinement to literatures of European nations.

Keywords: Comparative Literature, Self-orientalism, Post-colonial
Criticism, Politics of Comparative Literature, Persian Literature
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A Comparative Study of The Death of Yazdgerd by
Bahram Beizaei and Ahlel Kahf by Tofiq al-Hakim

Ali Safayi and Mohamad Asgharzadeh
University of Gilan

During the last century the acquaintance with dramatic literature
and Western plays has led to perceive the lack of dramatic genre in
Persian and Arabic literature. Consequently, playwrights and drama
critics of these countries have delved into their cultural and historical
fields to find out the roots of this gap and create the indigenized type
of this genre. Tofiq al-Hakim and Bahram Beizaei can be mentioned
as two well-known figures in this field. These two playwrights in
addition to their acquaintance with Western dramatic literature are
also familiar with the epistemological fields the system of values of
their national culture and have tried to make a connection between
these two types in a speculative way of writing their plays. With
regard to this process, Beizaei and Hakim have considered the
language of play as a substantial-communicative factor. They have
foregrounded the historical and episteomological allusions in their
mythical and intrrtextual work as well; consequently, they have
distinguished historical events from narrative fiction and have put new
forms of narration. Concentrating on the plays The Death of Yazdgerd
by Bahram Beizaei and Ahl-el Kahf by Tofigh al-Hakim, this research
tries to compare these two plays form the perspevtives of myth,
intertextuality, style, language and time.

Keywords: Bahram Beizaei, Tofiq al-Hakim, Drama, Tragedy,
Comparative Literature
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