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La pauvre fleur disait au papillon céleste :
— Ne fuis pas!
Vois comme nos destins sont différents. Je reste,

Tu t’en vas !

5 Pourtant nous nous aimons, nous vivons sans les hommes
Et loin d’eux,
Et nous nous ressemblons, et I’on dit que nous sommes

Fleurs tous deux !
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Mais, hélas !1’air t’emporte et la terre m’enchaine.
Sort cruel !
Je voudrais embaumer ton vol de mon haleine

Dans le ciel!

Mais non, tu vas trop loin ! — Parmi des fleurs sans nombre
Vous fuyez,
Et moi je reste seule a voir tourner mon ombre

A mes pieds.

Tu fuis, puis tu reviens ; puis t’en vas encore
Luire ailleurs .
Aussi me trouvestu toujours a chaque aurore

Toute en pleurs!

Oh ! pour que notre amour coule des jours fideles,
O mon roi,
Prends comme moi racine, ou donnemoi des ailes

Comme a toi!
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4. literary and critical theory
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2. http//www.bcla.org/BCLAGenMeetingMinutes2010webversi
3. Marian Warner

4. Essex University

5. Penny Brown

6. Robin Mackenzie



s Y Ll OYAS W) YA il sl '
LS '
d bt s sl cyand

\w\ 3 45 9o QT db)i%‘ °L<1Li
Cod e 350 0 JSES ol BVlean el gl len 53 o sae maes DLl
Sl el 1S 5 5 isel eSS 5 b Sl dailes LS55 5 akilela
LSL&.G\@.C,.M‘Q_&(JQ-‘w;wyréjlfrj_{ubﬁbli&\W}YOJ&\)QQ&L«?JJ
aass 5sb S LS cl 5 1O Ll feS 3 55l e 4o 5 ol 2 LS

3313 o shade Olusl 53 s plols LAl 4

‘5\3)}41 L;Ubolfjls‘g hﬂw
o33 55 SaOLS b busl 4y 2l S 0l Ly 55 ks Slosl e sl S35 5l
d odSSl o3 ) 53 a i s 5 anllan O3 5 ol ks sl Sladllas 3 o s b

03 S Li> iladal Cod gla, 558 5l O et Ll 2L &SOT e 5 Lo
Ly iy Slosl iass glaadle s cu BB Conl >l cbob; gl wul
doz 5 Grb ) i s oS el 63,8 S et Oler Slosl 5 Jlentulley 655> 53
Slosl glazass 5l aws ol 4 Bl 53 ( JS 5b a0 ol S Ll S
B3 O3 s> (oSN 0L 3 313 s god Al OL3 i b ol pstne oS idas
Slasl w3 ) i 2 ph gp atd g Sl a8 Slasl (opl pls Sl gl el e

(V0 gosls) ol 0B cpl 45 ks

L;?l.::k.’? C)L:JJ\ le.hu:,.“sl.o.h 9 L“u:"-“)j:' v.@;a BE ISt QL@.?- C)L:.:J‘ 9 )LM:M‘LAM-‘“ CJL:J.)‘

Sl wVlhaw Ml sl ulen Ll e Slosl el . Clily 5 5o

L)'i‘ J"‘Stfa )‘J§J" JD‘} M QL«JU:.A 3);" DL L}.’Lﬁﬁ)w‘j Lhrﬁ)w ‘d":’)J’aT
HGIo objs J|J§f‘ S CJ.JA a qu‘*}‘u—r’ u.ll.:Lo.é objb.} Qj.SU Yave Jl. )\ u,a.>u|

1. http://bela.org/belacomm.htm

2. John Dryden Translation Prize

3. Malcolm Bowie Memorial Lecture
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1. Archive: Archiving the future, bibliomania, censored archives, collecting, conservation, drafts, fake archives,
film and sound archives, imaginary archives, libraries, literary remains, lost archives, manuscripts,
marginalia, politics of the archive, oral history, secrets of the archive, technologies of the archive,
testirnony, and the unarchived.

2. Comparative Critical Studies

3. Folly: folly in its various guises as error, play, lunacy, quixotism, romantic love, scientific experiment, garden
follies, rage, and wise jesting.

4. Invention, Literature and Science
5. Money

6.Comparative Criticism

7. New Comparison

8. Myths, Reading and Writing Myth
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1. Cities, Gardens, Wildernesses

2. Across Europe

3. Literary Representations of the Self

4. Comedy

5. The Languages of the Arts

6. The Novel

7. Problems and Methods of Comparative Literature

8. Comparative Spaces Beyond the West
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. Literature, film, art in translation across European boundaries
. Artists across their national and cultural boundaries
. NonWestern readership and the impact of translation

. Indigenous, peripheral and /or forgotten literary and critical frame works

2
3
4
5. Rereadings and rewritings of canonical works
6. Influence of international prizes and events on literary and artistic developments
7. Evolution of genres and art forms across borders’

8. Mohammad Umar

9. Gaine Prize

10. Amine

11. Muslim News Award

12. Joint British Comparative Literature Association/ CNRS Paris, “Hybrids, Monsters, Aliens and other
Creatures in 20" and 21 Century Writing”.
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Comparative Literature 1:2 (Fall 2010)

Extended Abstracts

Conclusion

Actually there are two theories about the origin of Tristan and Isuet and
Vis and Ramin legends. They share unbelievable similarities in content and events.
It seems that they both originated from the same source and the story of Vis and
Ramin has gone to the West through a mediator and its Western version has been
written being inspired by Vis and Ramin legend.

Despite their apparent similarities, the differences between an ancient
Iranian story and a Middle Ages Western story can be seen.

In Vis-o Ramin, we see powerful women characters while in the Western
story women are suppressed by their patriarchal society. Despite the basic
similarities between the two legends, the female characters are different due to
their social and historical structure.

Key words: Tristan, Iseut, Vis, Ramin, comparative literature, love.
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similarity in regard to the kind of love the theme of the stories. One of the most
important factors which caused the theme difference between these two is the
different quality of love.

Love in Vis-o Ramin is arises from bodily desire and beauty like the love
of Mobbed for Share, the love of Mobbed for Vis, the love of Ramin for Vis, or
the love of Ramin for Gold, all are bided on sexual attraction and physical beauty.
While in Tristan & Isuet, love has a magic quality and from the beginning starts
with magic. This is why in Tristan & Isuet the physical beauty of the heroes and
heroines has been downplayed.

Another difference is that the love of Vis-o Ramin leads to life but in
Tristan & Isuet it leads to death. While the Celtic legend ends in sadness, the
Persian story ends in happiness.

In the Western version, love is linked to some kind of primitive mysticism.
In this story the pain of love results in the enlightenment of the lover. Tristan finds
himself in heaven before his death.

As it was discussed before in Vis-o Ramin the love originates from the
natural desire of human beings for beauty while according to Denis de Rougemont,
the Swiss scholar, the love in Tristan & Isuet is a historical event and has religious
roots. He believed that in the 11th and 12th century, the prevalence of Catharism in
Europe especially among Troubadours in south of France resulted in the emergence
of kind of love which was named amour courtois. The Cathares believed that love
is the only way to rescue the human soul. While marriage could destroy love so
they preferred to remain chaste till they die from the sadness of separation hoping
that the goddess of love would save them. In fact their ideal love was based on the
union of the two souls without physical relationship. 7Tristan & Isuet became the
symbol of this kind of love.

Vis and Isuet have common experiences in their life. They are both young
and are forced to get married to an old king and both are unsatisfied with their
compulsory marriage. Both of them fell in love with one of the closest relatives of
the king and after a while both escape from the court. In spite of these similarities,
Vis and Iseut have totally different characters.

Vis's personality is linked to life and activity and she has a sense of freedom
and liberty. Besides, she is self-confident and brave. In contrast Iseut is an obedient
woman who has no choice.

Daye and Brangien are both were mediators of love. Daye is a worldly and
free living woman. Unlike Daye, Brangien, is just a simple servant.



The Role of Female Characters in the Celtic Legend of Tristan and
Isuet and the Persian Legend of Vis-o Ramin

Alireza Shad Aram,
Gholam-Hossein Sharifi Valdani,
Mohammad Reza Nasr Esfahani

Introduction

The Celtic legend of Tristan and Iseut is one of the most important romantic
literary masterpieces of the Middle Ages in north of France, England and Ireland.
There are several versions of this story in Western countries the oldest of which
has been composed by Breoul around 1150 A.D. A while after that in 1170 A.D.
another poet Thomas turned it to poetry. Interestingly, in Persian literature, the Vis
and Ramin legend that has been composed a hundred years before Tristan and Iseut
is similar to the Western story in several aspects.

Because of the unique similarities between the plots of the two stories a
number of researchers like R. Zanker, Herman Ethe, Yan Rypka, and Pierre Gallais
consider the story of Vis and Ramin as a pattern for its European legend Tristan
and Isuet.

In this purer, we have tried to find the similarities and differences between
these two legends. Our study focuses on the concept of love and comparison of
female characters.

Discussion

The story of Vis-o Ramin by the Persian poet Fakhroddin As’ad Gorgani
and the story of Tristan and Iseut are both based on a forbidden love. However,
Vis-o Ramin, unlike Tristan and Iseut, unite with each other.

Despite the apparent similarities between these two works, there is no
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originates in social mechanisms and the long-lived opposition of “People — State”
in different societies. As it is demonstrated in the paper, this question can be
considered as a recurrent theme that is frequently used in different cultures and
literary traditions. Despite the great number of differences in details, common
structure and content remain. That is, one has to seek the roots of this theme in
archetypal notions and symbols rather than in the direct impact of one culture on
the other.

Key words: epic, bylina, Shahnameh, epic hero, epic prince, archetypes.
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two symbols of land’s power. Russian bylinas reflected this conflict in obvious
terms, to the extent of becoming the plot of'a whole bylina: /lya Muromets quarrels
with Prince Vladimir where the most famous hero of the Russian bylinas Ilya is
annoyed when he is not invited to Vladimir’s feast. In protest, Ilya shoots the
Kiev churches’ sacred golden cupolas, gathers people from the lowest classes
and holds his competing regalement for them. It is only through the mediation of
Dobrinia Nikitich — the Russian epic hero with exceptional diplomatic talents —
that the quarrel ends and a kind of reconciliation is achieved (the plot may differ
in some other versions of the bylina). The plot and structure of this bylina recall
the scene of the quarrel between Kavoos Shah and Rostam (as the mightiest hero
of Shahnameh) where the epic hero gets angry at the Shah’s dishonor and refuses
to fight or lead his troops in the forthcoming war. The same theme may also be
found in different epics of other nations, for example, in Homer’s //iad, in French
La Chanson de Roland, and also in Old Norse or the Indian epic.

One can trace a single plot in these epics. In all of them the epic hero is
displeased with the ungrateful treatment of the prince and as a result becomes
the enemy of the person who he has defended so far: Greek Achilles and Persian
Rostam quit the troops of their country on the eve of great wars; French Renewart
even intends to join the enemy camp, and Russian Ilya (who shows the most
aggressive reaction) begins to shoot at the Kiev churches’ cupolas (as the symbols
of the State power). Then a wise character (Greek Odysseus, Persian Goodarz,
French Guibourc, Russian Dobrinia Nikitich) tries to make reconciliation between
the hero and the prince. Finally the epic hero overcomes his personal displeasure
in order to defend his homeland against the enemy.

Conclusion

This paper tries to clarify the basic similarities and differences, as well
as the development mechanism of the afore-mentioned theme, to present a new
interpretation of the “Hero vs. Prince” opposition. The paper intends to show that
this opposition in the epics of different nations originates from an archetypical
opposition — between the state (as the symbol of an official, conventional power)
and the people (as a non-official, potential and non-determinate power). In short, in
these works the hero and the prince have their own independent, definite domain,
power and function. While the ruler serves as a personified symbol of unity and
monolithic image of a whole nation, the hero has a non-individual image of which
are his nation’s ideal attributes. In the conflicts between them the hero demonstrates
the primacy of his actual civic power against the ruler’s symbolic power, makes
him resign and acknowledge the hero’s superior role. In our opinion, this conflict



The Theme of Hero vs. Prince in the Russian Bylinas
and the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi

Abtin Golkar

Introduction

A type of old Russian epic poems, bylinas originated between the 11th and
16th century and were transmitted orally. This happened in the late 18th century
when they were gathered and transcribed as written texts. Some Russian scholars
(V. Stasov, V. Miller) in 19th century mentioned the similarities in the structure
and content of the Russian bylinas with the oriental epic poems, especially with
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. This point of view, however, was to be challenged by
some other scholars, such as S. Buslaev, who did not believe in the direct impact
of the Eastern epic poems on Russian bylinas. The aim of this paper is to present
some basic information about this Russian epic genre and the famous bylina //yia s
Quarrel with Prince Vladimir and also to compare and analyze one of the common
themes both Russian bylinas and Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh share: the opposition
between the epic heroes and princes.

Discussion

One can easily find out that traits among epic princes (or Shahs) in Russian
bylinas and Shahnameh were remarkably similar. Both Prince Vladimir from the
Russian epic poems and Kavoos Shah from Shahnameh are characterized by the
same negative attributes such as cowardice, harshness, greediness, etc. The most
distinct quality in their characters, however, turns out to be ingratitude and unfairness
in their treatment of epic heroes. Both rulers constantly showed disrespect toward
the great heroes of their kingdom which caused perpetual conflicts between these
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influences or considered as a reading point of influence only toward foreign
countries.” “’The desire to confine ‘comparative literature”: to the study of the
foreign trade of two literatures limits it to a concern with externals, with second-
rate writers, with translations, travel books, ‘intermediaries’; in short, it makes
‘comparative literature’ a mere sub discipline investigating data about the foreign
sources and reputations of writers.” In this important article Wellek provides his
readers with ample examples from European literatures to prove his point. He is
definitely against the extreme patriotic motivation for research in comparative
literature in France, Germany, Italy and other European countries. To Wellek,
this “cultural bookkeeping, a desire to accumulate credits for one’s nation or, more
subtly, by proving that one’s own nation has assimilated and ‘understood’ a foreign
master more fully than any other” has harmed the cause of comparative literature.
He is the first prominent scholar talking of the crisis in comparative literature. “An
artificial demarcation of subject matter and methodology, a mechanistic concept
of sources and influences, a motivation by cultural nationalism, however generous
— these seem to me the symptoms of the log-drawn-out crisis of comparative
literature.”

Conclusion

Wellek believes that true literary studies “is not concerned with inert facts,
but with values and qualities. This is why there is no distinction between literary
history and criticism. Even the simplest problem of literary history requires an
act of judgment.” He finally recommends that “comparative literature which,
at lest with its official theories has shunned this collaboration and has clung to
‘factual relations,” sources and influences, intermediaries and reputations as its
only topics, will have to find its way back into the great stream of contemporary
literary scholarship and criticism. ... we must face the problem of ‘literariness,’
the central issue of aesthesis, the nature of art and literature.” “The only right
conception seems to me a resolutely ‘holistic’ one which sees the work of art as
a diversified totality, as a structure of signs which, however, imply and require
meanings and values.” This is how Wellek establishes the new American school of
comparative literature.

Key words: the Crisis of Comparative Literature, René¢ Wellek, French school
New Criticism, American school.



The Crisis of Comparative Literature
René Wellek

Introduction

René Wellek (1903, Vienna -1995, Hamden, Connecticut) was a Czech-
American comparative literary critic. From World War II on, Wellek lived in
America. He taught first at the University of lowa, where he taught for seven years,
and then, beginning in 1946, at Yale University, where he established and chaired a
department of comparative literature. In the United States, he was widely regarded
as a founder of the study of comparative literature in the United States. With Austin
Warren, Wellek published a landmark volume entitled Theory of Literature, one of
the first works to systematize literary theory.

Discussion

Wellek begins his article by stating that comparative literature “has not been
able to establish a distinct subject matter and as specific methodology.” He criticizes
the French comparatists such as Van Tieghem, Carré, and Guyard “in this essential
task. They have saddled comparative literature with an obsolete methodology and
have laid on it the dead hand of nineteenth-century factualism. Scientism, and
historical relativism.” “The attempt to narrow ‘comparative literature’ to a study
of the ‘foreign trade’ of literature is surely unfortunate. Comparative literature
would be, in subject matter an incoherent group of unrelated fragments: a network
of relations which are constantly interrupted and broken off from meaningful
wholes. The comparatiste qua comparatiste in this sense could study only sources
and influences, causes and effects, and would be even prevented from investigating
a single work of art in its totality as no work can be reduced entirely to foreign
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literature. Familiarity with other languages gave them the ability and flexibility to
study and compare other country’s literature from a different outlook.

Conclusion

Now Jadavpur University has successfully established itself as a foremost
Indian University with a vast repertoire of courses offered, an enviable list of
faculty members and has come to be known for its commitment to advanced
study and research. We must also learn and take lessons from the rich history and
experiences of comparative literature in India.

Key words: Comparative Literature, Jadavpur University, Indian comparative
literature, curriculum of comparative literature in India.
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of the National Council of Education was to impart education exclusively under
national control and to achieve self-reliance through education. The foundation of
the NCE was made possible by the munificence — scholarly as well as monetary —
of the likes of Raja Subodh Chandra Mallik , Brajendra Kishore Roychowdhury
of Gouripur as well as Sir Rash Behari Ghosh (first President of NCE), the poet
Rabindranath Tagore and Sri Aurobindo Ghosh.

The limited resources of the National Council of Education (NCE) and
the opposition of the government brought the schools of humanities, sciences and
engineering to close. Only the school of engineering could continue its functions
which was named Jadavpur Engineering and Polytechnique Institute in 1928 and
later in 1956 was announced one of the three important colleges of the country.
The establishment of the department of comparative literature was made possible
with the leadership of Buddahdeva Bose.

Goal-based research and literature courses in comparative literature
in Jadavpur University were meant to identify and introduce classic literature,
contemporary and native Indian languages, particularly Sanskrit and Bengali
literature. It was believed that the familiarity with various indigenous literatures
and cultures will enrich the Indian culture. The department of comparative literature
of Jadavpur university was based on this premise. In addition, interactions and
communications between local and native literatures with the literatures of other
countries were also considered to be important.

A year after its inception, Comparative Literature Department of Jadavpur
University published its first semi-annual specialty journal. Its chief editor
Buddahdeva Bose and famous editors Naresh Guha, Dasgupta and Amia Dev
are all prominent Indian scholars. Now this journal is managed by Dasgupta and
noticeable editors like Mejomadar and Kavita Punjabi.

Educational curriculum for undergraduate students of Western and Indian
literary history is currently being taught in the official and native languages and all
the undergraduate students not only need to have a good command of English and
a native language, but they also have to be familiar with either French, German
or Sanskrit. Hence, graduate students are familiar with one classic language and at
times with two or three languages, i.e., French, German, Bengali.

Acquiring these language skills has made students very capable and has
helped them to solve a difficulty that they were dealing with for years, freeing
them from having learnt other country’s literature through the prism of English



The Emergence and Development of Comparative Literature in India

Nahid Hejazi
Academy of Persian Language and Literature

Introduction

India, with one official and twenty two important, but yet unofficial
languages and various literatures, has endured a long and windy road in comparative
literature especially after the colonial era. In this article I will look at the vigorous
history and the foundation of Jadavpur University, where the department of
comparative literature started in 1956 for the first time in India. I will then review
the social, political, academic and literary conditions of that period. I will also
examine how this new field of study was formed and solidified. To trace the history
of Jadavpur University is to trace a part of India’s freedom movement in many
aspects especially in literature.

Discussion

During the early 20th century India in general, and the province of Bengal
in particular, were the recipients of social and cultural revolution. In 1905 there
was a big protest against the division of Bengal Province by Lord Corzon. This
protest resulted in the emergengce of Sawadashi movement which aimed not only
at gaining political freedom but also self-determination and independence. The
hegemony of the British establishment had to be challenged. Education had to
play a new role in this changed scenario. It had to become a new form of resistance
through which the emergent nationalist spirit could be propagated. For the same
reason, on that year, people, particularly the well- educated class, boycotted the
attendance of Calcutta University and instead they created the National Council of
Education (NCE) which was later renamed Javavpur University. The primary aim
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similarities found between his approach and Persian prosody. These similarities
are as follows: first, the use common of terms which are not applied in Khalil’s
approach and are JowharT’s own terms. For example, while Khalil has used the
terms such as tamm, vafi, majzou, mashtur and manhouk to describe the rhythms
derived from a unit meter, JowharT set them aside and used octameter, hexameter
and tetrameter, instead. This is one of the most salient similarities between Persian
prosody and Arud al-Waraqa.

The second similarity is equating Zehaf with Elle. JowharT did not make
a fundamental distinction between Zehaf and Elle and this is the case existing
in Persian prosody. He called all the changes happening to feet Zehaf, whereas
Khalil considered a fundamental difference between Zehdf and Elle. According to
Khalil, Zehaf'is a change occurring in the Sabab (cord) of feet and Elle is a change
occurring in the Vatad (peg). Persian prosody following Arud al-Waraga never
applies Elle and calls all the changes to feet ‘Zehaf ‘.

The last reason for the influence of Arud al- Waraqa on Persian prosody
is the method of meter description in the form of salem (acatalectic) and mozahaf
(modified), i.e., JowharT introduces each meter and its members to exemplify
a couplet, and then, explains the modifications of the meter and brings further
examples for modified couplets. The same method is being used in Persian prosody.
The above-mentioned reasons show the influence of Jowhari, the author of Arud
al-Wagragqa, on Persian prosody.

The followings are our reasons to prove such a premise:

1. Jowhari’s long stay in Nishapur in the 4™ century A.H. which concedes with the
foundation of Persian prosody.

2. The similarities found between some prosodic terms in Persian prosody and
Jowhart’s Arud al-Waraqa.

3. The commonalities between the two concepts of Zehaf and Elle while such
a distinction is not made in Persian prosody and JowharT’s Arud al-Waraqa.

4. Differentiating between complete (Salem) rhythm and broken rhythm in
Jowhart’s doctrine.

Key words: Arabic prosody, Persian prosody, Jowhar1, Arud al-Waraqa.



The Influence of Ibn-Hammad Jowhari on Persian Prosody

Ali Asghar Ghahramani Mogbel
Persian Gulf University — Boushehr

Introduction

After Khalil ibn Ahmad (d. 786), scholars of Arabic prosody mostly
followed his approach. However, Ibn-Hammad Jowhari (d. 1003), who wrote Arud
al-Waraqa, disagreed with Khalil seriously. Although JowharT’s prosodic approach
was not welcomed by the scholars of Arabic prosody — due to the fact that Khalil’s
approach was more systematic than his — it seems that he has deeply influenced the
foundations of Persian prosody. The present paper deals with the influence of Arud
al-Waraga on Persian prosody.

Discussion

It is important to remember that when I use the term “being influenced
by Arud al-Waragqa,” the author is not concerned with the influence of meters and
features of Persian poetry, I am rather talking about prosodic terminology and
methods.

JowharT’s life is one of the reasons in support of his influence on Persian
prosody. According to biographers, after acquiring the literary knowledge of his
time, JowharT lived and taught literary education in Nishapur. On the other hand,
the first scholarly attempts to start Persian prosody were made in Nishapur so
Yousof Arudi who is the greatest scholar of prosody early in the century was
JowharT’s contemporry who also lived in Nishapur. Jowhard, as one of the scholars
of Arabic prosody, was a top scholar among Nishapur scholars.

Another justification for the influence of Jowhart on Persian prosody is the
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Its Definition and Research Grounds” Nazari (2010) starts with a definition of
comparative literature according to the French school and then continues his
discussion with the American school. The author who is not up to date and well-
versed in this new school makes generalizations which consequently mislead and
confuse the reader.

Conclusion

Comparative literature is a dynamic field of study. It has been able to
survive several crises. A prominent feature of comparative literature has been
its flexibility and ability to adjust itself to new approaches in modern literary
studies. During the last four decades comparative literature has changed
its directions, from interdisciplinary studies to cultural studies, translations
studies, post-colonial literature studies and world literature. Comparative
literature can bring different disciplines in the humanities together. Iranian
researchers need to familiarize themselves with the new developments of
comparative literature. We have just started this discipline and must be very
cautious and meticulous in choosing the right direction of our future efforts.
We have the responsibility of establishing a strong discipline and we should
keep in mind that the only way to keep us from going the wrong way is
vigorous and constant criticism.

Key words: comparative literature theories, pathology of comparative
literature, comparison, similarities, comparative literature and literary
criticism.
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Thus Wellek paves the way for the emergence of the departments of
comparative literature focusing on literary theory and criticism. Jost (1974)
believes, “The American School of comparative literature does not proclaim
a precise doctrine or program, but practices tolerance and eclecticism. It is the
school in which, to repeat Wellek’s phrase, it is ‘best to speak of literature’ ” (26).
Aldridge (1969) contends that ““...comparative literature does not compare national
literatures in the sense of setting one against another. Instead it provides a method
of broadening one’s perspective in the approach to single works of literature — a
way of looking beyond the narrow boundaries of national frontiers in order to
discern trends and movements in various national cultures and to see the relations
between literature and other spheres of human activities” (1). Henry Remark
(1971) offers his definition as follows:

Comparative Literature is the study of literature beyond the confines
of one particular country, and the study of the relationships between literature
on the one hand and other areas of knowledge and belief, such as the arts (e.g.,
painting, sculpture, music), philosophy, history, the social sciences (e.g., politics,
economics, sociology), the sciences, religion, etc., on the other. (1)

Unfortunately, this new school of comparative literature has been
misunderstood in Iran and has led to dilettantism. The idea of ‘similarities
without contact” has resulted in researches which have no common grounds for
comparison except some superficial similarities. Most often themes such as love,
death, justice, birth, war, patriotism, friendship, sacrifice, etc. have been chosen as
the basis for comparison between two writers from different cultures and linguistic
backgrounds. This, of course, does not negate the efforts of scholarly researchers
done by Iranian comparatists. “The Last Arrow: The Comparative Study of the
Myths of Arash and Philoctetes” by Ebrahim Khodayar and Saber Emami (2010)
is a good example of the comparative study of two stories, one from ancient Iranian
literature and one from ancient Greek literature. The authors find the roots of the
similarities between the two stories in the Indo-European mythology of the two
nations. In another article, Maryam Hosseini (2010) examines the influence of
Gogol, the Russian writer, on Hedayat’s and Ale Ahmad’ stories. The writer bases
her argument on the translation of Gogol’s stories from Russian into Persian. In
another interesting article by Ghaderi and Khojastehpour (2010) entitled “Epoch/
Nation Building through Drama: A Comparative Study of Ibsen and Ali Nassirian’s
Dramatic Ambitions with a Glance at Peer Gynt and Bolbol-e Sargashteh”, the
writers illustrate that these two plays are the authors’ responses to their countries
cultural and socio-political conditions. However, in “Comparative Literature:
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with comparative literary studies. The positivistic French school was based
on historical documents and did not consider mere similarities between two
works from two cultures or linguistic backgrounds as grounds for comparison.
Comparative literature started as a course in literary history in French universities
and gradually developed into a discipline. Comparative literature cannot be limited
to the mere comparison of any two national literatures, as is practiced in some
Iranian universities these days, i.e. Persian and Arabic literatures. The scope of
comparative literature is much vaster and such narrow-mindedness would hinder
its future development.

The American school of comparative literature founded by René Wellek has
also been misunderstood in Iran. It was after WWII when René Wellek published
his famous article “The Crisis of Comparative Literature” (1958) and criticized
the positivistic French school for its chauvinistic and non-literary emphases. In his
Theory of Literature he contends,

Another sense of ‘comparative’ literature confines it to the study of
relationships between two or more literatures. This is the use established by
the flourishing school of French comparatistes headed by the late Fernand
Baldensperger and gathered around the Revue de littérature comparée. The
school has especially given attention, sometimes mechanically but sometimes
with considerable finesse, to such questions as the reputation and penetration,
the influence and fame, of Goethe in France and England, of Ossian and Carlyle
and Schiller in France. It has developed a methodology which, going beyond
the collection of information concerning reviews, translations, and influences,
considers carefully the image, the concept of a particular author at a particular
time, such diverse factors of transmission as periodicals, translations, salons, and
travelers, and the ‘receiving factor’, the special atmosphere and literary situation
into which the foreign author is imported. (47-48)

... Comparisons between literatures, if isolated from concern with the
total national literatures, tend to restrict themselves to external problems of
sources and influences, reputation and fame. Such studies do not permit us to
analyse and judge an individual work of art, or even to consider the complicated
whole of its genesis; instead, they are mainly devoted either to such echoes of a
masterpiece as translations and imitations, frequently by second-rate authors, or
to the prehistory of a masterpiece, the migrations and the spread of its themes and
forms. The emphasis of ‘comparative literature’ thus conceived is on externals;
and the decline of this type of ‘comparative literature’ in recent decades reflects the
general turning away from stress on mere ‘facts’, on sources and influences. (48)



The Pathology of Comparative Literature in Iran

Alireza Anushiravani
Shiraz University

Introduction

During the past two centuries comparative literature has gone through
many crises, one after the other. It is very difficult, if not impossible, to come up
with a crystal-clear definition of comparative literature on which all comparatists
would agree. In fact, it should be kept in mind that there is no single definition of
comparative literature, but rather definitions. One can offer two main reasons for
this disagreement. First, the name of the discipline has been a misnomer and has,
consequently, misled many novices in almost all parts of the world. Secondly, in
the case of comparative literature in Iran, there has been a big gap between the
traditional and modern trends of comparative literature. This gap has created a
theoretical vacuum which has further added to the vulnerability of comparative
literature studies in Iran. This paper aims to demonstrate some of the major
misunderstandings of this discipline in the Iranian academe.

Discussion

A major source of misinterpretation is to consider comparative literature
as a discipline which aims to compare two national literatures. This is in spite
of the fact that comparative literature did not mean comparison even in its birth
place, France. For the early French scholars, such as Frangois Guyard or Jean-
Marie Carré, comparative literature was a branch of literary history and they were
mainly interested in the literary relations among European nations. Unfortunately,
the term “comparative” has been often misunderstood in Iran and other areas
such as comparative linguistics or comparative mythology have been confused
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and develop the chahdarpareh into a full-fledged poetic form.

The fact that the chaharpareh was later found among Bahar’s writings
is more surprising. He, who so strongly opposed all types of formal borrowings
from the Western poetry, eventually exerted his skills on the recently imported
pattern. The fact can be viewed as a change of heart, if not as a true conversion.
Indeed, the appropriation of the chaharpareh came with another decisive shift
in Bahar’s perception of poetry. Influenced by Yasami’s series on the history of
French literature, the head of the “Conservative” reformists recanted his earlier
theory of poetry to embrace the cause of the Romanticists. Bahar’s theoretical shift
was not without consequence on the Iranian literary scene: it displaced the fault
line between “Conservative” and “Progressivist” poets altogether. The parties no
longer disagreed on the borrowing of foreign poetic patterns but on novel issues
totally.

Conclusion

Born in the flurry of the first poetic modernity, the chaharpareh could be
viewed as an answer to the major literary concerns of the time. Indeed, the present
article argues that in its origins the chaharpareh fulfilled a certain ideal of the
Iranian “Literary Revolution™: that of the “Conservative” reformists, emulators of
Victor Hugo and the French Romanticists.

Key words: chaharpareh, Malek al-Sho‘ara Bahar, Rashid Yasami, Victor Hugo,
Literary Revolution, Modern Persian poetry.



The Emergence of Chaharpareh and the Shaping of
Persian Poetic Modernity

Amr Taher Ahmed
Institute of Iranian Studies
Austrian Academy of Sciences

Introduction

The early 20" century was a crucial time in the history of Persian
literature. The “Literary Revolution”, which gave rise to modern poetry in Iran,
was carried out by two antagonist groups of poets. The “Conservative” poets
headed by Malek al-Sho‘ara Bahar and the “Progressivist” poets directed by Taqi
Raf*at, both claimed to reform the Iranian literary tradition. To do so, both parties
incorporated a significant portion of the European heritage into their own. This is
when the chaharpareh was first developed: a succession of quatrains unknown to
the Persian tradition. It embodied a new poetic form altogether.

Discussion

In this article, we prove that, contrary to what a number of critics have
claimed, the chaharpareh is not a modern version of the classical 70ba i. A close
metrical analysis of the first specimens composed by Rashid Yasami and Bahar
shows that the chaharpareh originated not in the local literary tradition but in the
Western poetic patterns. Not only the meters involved are foreign to the exclusive
set of hazaj allowed in the roba i and in the dobeyti; the rhyme-pattern itself is
radically original in the Persian context. More specifically, we argue that the first
Persian chaharpareh was coined by the “Conservative” reformist Rashid Yasami,
after one poem in quatrains by Victor Hugo. Yasami was then to further his finding
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literature. Said Arbab Shirani has translated Wellek’s influential essay “Crisis
of Comparative Literature” into Persian. This article is important in the
history of comparative literature since it signifies a shift from the traditional
French school to the new American school of comparative literature. Abtin
Golkar in “An Analysis of the Theme of Hero versus Prince in the Russian
Bylinas and Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh” first introduces “bylinas: as an epic
Russian genre and then compares it with Shahnameh. Abtin shows how
Jungian archetypes can help us to understand the similarities between
Russian and Persian epics. Alireza Shad Aram, et al. compare the concept
of love and the role female characters in the Celtic legend of Tristan and
Iseut with Gorgani’s Vis-o Ramin in an attempt to show their similarities
and differences.

Comparative Literature has a long and difficult way to go in Iran.

The Academy has taken the first step and is determined to move forward

in establishing a strong discipline in the Iranian academe. However, this

cannot be done without team working and collective effort. Your comments
and criticism will be of great help to us.

Alireza Anushiravani

Associate Editor
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Project for Systematic Iranology” Hassan Habibi (1387 AH/2008) believes that the
academic quality of humanities journal is decreasing due to an unfortunate race in
increasing the quantity of such journals. Learned scholars are unwilling to publish
their articles in such journals and consequently academic debate and criticism have
lost their prominence (9).

Now we might be able to answer an old question. Why couldn’t
comparative literature find a firm establishment in the Iranian academe?
Obviously every branch of knowledge needs strong theoretical background
in order to grow in any academic institution. This vital step was never taken
for comparative literature in Iran. We never tried to define this discipline,
its functions and scope of study, and specially its new trends for our young
scholars. We were simply satisfied with random and individual researches
which had no clear theoretical framework. We simply did not have any
systematic plan for the establishment of comparative literature in Iran.
The time has now come to do it together. The Department of Comparative
Literature at the Academy of Persian Language and Literature took the first
step by publishing the journal of Comparative Literature in spring 1389
AH/2010. Our readers, inside and outside of the country, welcomed the
publication of this journal while reminding us of the necessity to publish
more on the theoretical issues of comparative literature. Our first steps must
be devoted to clarify the definitions, functions and the new developments
of comparative literature around the world. Therefore, we decided to have a
theoretical section in each of our future issues.

In this issue Amr Taher Ahmed in his article “The Chaharpareh
and the Shaping of Persian Poetic Modernity” studies the emergence
of chaharpareh as a new poetic genre in the early 20™ century Persian
literature and shows how this poetic genre has been inspired by French
Romantic poetry in general and Victor Hugo’s poetry in particular.Alireza
Anushiravani in “The Pathology of Comparative Literature in Iran” deals
with the basic misunderstandings and challenges of comparative literature
in Iran. He thoroughly examines several articles and books in Persian to
show misconceptions and the lack of methodology in comparative literary
studies in Iran. Ali Asghar Ghahramani in “The Influence of Ibn-Hammad
Jowhart on Persian Prosody” shows the influence of Arabic prosody on
Persian prosody. Nahid Hejazi in “The Emergence and development of
Comparative Literature in India” traces the establishment and development
of comparative literature in Jadavpur University and shows how Indian
scholars have shaped and defined their concept and definition of comparative



The Challenges of Comparative Literature in Iran

Comparative literature is a young discipline in Iran. The history of
comparative literature in different countries demonstrates the fact that this
discipline has been vulnerable on two grounds. On the one hand, its name has
been a misnomer and has led many to misunderstanding; on the other hand, its
ever-changing nature and scope have brought about confusion among novice
researchers. A cursory glance at Wellek’s “Crisis of Comparative Literature” in
1958, Etiemble’s Crisis of Comparative Literature in 1966, Spivak’s Death of
a Discipline in 1985, and Guillén’s The Challenge of Comparative Literature in
1993 are just a few examples of the crises comparative literature has gone through.
One scholar has criticized the positivistic French school, another has questioned
the grounds for comparability and interdisciplinary studies, yet another announces
the death of Eurocentric comparative literary studies and emphasizes the end of
comparing the literatures of the colonial powers. Yet, other scholars have suggested
translation studies, post-colonial studies, cultural studies and world literature as
the new trends of comparative literature.

In Iran, there are other challenges as well. Some appear in the recent
editorials of Name-ye Farhangestan (The Journal of the Academy of Persian
Language and Literature). ‘In our country the specialists in humanities have not
received the status they deserve”’(Haddad Adel 1386 AH/2007, 7). “There are big
gaps in our literary researches which cannot be filled by random and unsystematic
research” (Samiee 1387 AH/2008, 2). “New literary theories have not yet been
introduced, the gaps in literary research have not been filled, no attempt has been
made to correct the misunderstandings of intellectual concepts among our young
generation” (Haddad Adel 1387 AH/2008, 4). In his article “An Introductory
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