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By the time I was sixteen it would be difficult to say whether I was  most 
accomplished as a barber or a scholar. Besides shaving the head,  cleaning  the ears, 
and trimming the beard, I became famous for my skill in the offices of the bath.  No  
one  understood  better  than  I  the  different  modes  of  rubbing  or shampooing,  as  
practiced  in  India,  Cashmere,  and  Turkey;  and  I had  an  art peculiar to myself of 
making the joints to crack, and my slaps echo. 
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